Hon.  0.  H.  KELLEY, 

Who,  with  WILLIAM  SAUNDERS,  JOHN  R.  THOMPSON,  JOHN 
TRIMBLE,  F.  M.  McDOWELL,  WILLIAM  M.  IRELAND  and 
Rev.  A.  B.  GROSH,  known  as  the  seven  “FOUNDERS,  ’ 
and  assisted  by  CAROLINE  A.  HALL,  gave  to 
the  world- the  ORDER  OF  PATRONS 
OF  HUSBANDRY. 
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A  SILVER  3  17.  BJ  LEE. 


Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  Organization  of  the  First 
Farmers’  Grange  in  the. World,  Fredonia,  Chau¬ 
tauqua  Co.,  N.  Y.,  April  20  and  21,  1893. 


f  PEAKING  of  the  event  about  to  be  recorded,  Bro.  E.  P. 
Harris,  of  Brocton,  N.  Y.,  in  the  paper  which  he  edits,  the 
Grape  Belt ,  said  : 

“  Organization  is  the  watchword  of  our  present  form  of  civil¬ 
ization.  No  societies  or  nations  are  so  prosperous  or  free  as 
those  who  are  most  perfectly  organized.  Liberty  and  pros¬ 
perity  are  most  perfectly  secured  to  those  classes  and  people 
whose  prosperity  and  liberty  are  regulated  and  restrained  by 
the  most  complete  and  equitable  organization. 

“The  Order  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  is  the  surviving 
result  of  organization  among  artizan  laborers,  entered  into  first 
at  the  building  of  Solomon’s  Temple  and  the  Pyramids  centu¬ 
ries  ago.  Agricultural  labor  has  been  unorganized  through 
all  the  ages,  and  in  consequence  has  been  kept  under  foot  at 
the  mercy  of  the  trades  and  professions,  dishonored  and  de¬ 
spised,  as  the  slaveholder  despises  the  slave,  from  the  very 
fact  that  he  will  permit  himself  to  remain  a  slave. 

“The  Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry,  first  conceived  in 
practical  form  by  the  sagacity  of  Brother  O.  H.  Kelley,  the 
founder  of  the  Order,  and  first  put  into  actual  practice  by 
Fredonia  Grange  twenty-five  years  ago,  was  the  first  attempt 
to  introduce  the  benefits  of  thorough  organization  among  agri¬ 
cultural  laborers  along  the  same  lines  that  has  made  the  Ma¬ 
sonic  Order  so  widespread  and  powerful  for  many  centuries 
of  the  world’s  history. 
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“And  in  accord  with  the  development  of  a  broader  and 
more  liberal  ci  'lization,  and  the  more  general  acceptance  of 
Christian  ideals,  che  new  Order  under  the  large  hearted  and 
sympathetic  suggestions  of  Sister  Caroline  A.  Hall,  a  niece  of 
Brother  Kelley,  threw  open  the  doors  of  the  Order  wide  to 
the  feminine  part  of  humanity,  and  thus  made  it  the  first  also 
to  recognize  the  perfect  equality  of  woman,  and  make  the  Or¬ 
der  truly  complete  in  the  whole  circle  of  human  power  and 
possibility.  It  is  in  advance  of  even  the  Christian  church  in 
that  respect,  and  therefore  stands  to-day  among  all  the  organ¬ 
izations  instituted  for  the  benefit  and  improvement  of  man¬ 
kind,  the  very  foremost  in  the  vanguard  of  human  progress.” 


T  WILL  be  remembered  by  all  who  are  familiar  with  the 
early  history  of  the  Grange  that  it  was  started  at  the  top. 
The  National  Grange  was  organized  in  Washington,  D.  C-, 
by  its  seven  “  Founders,”  before  any  State  or  Subordinate 
Granges  were  in  existence.  But  in  the  spring  of  1868,  O.  H. 
Kelley,  who  had  first  conceived  the  idea  of  such  an  organiza¬ 
tion  when  on  a  trip  through  the  South,  started  out  to  introduce 
the  Grange  to  the  farmers  and  put  it  to  the  real  test  of  its 
value  and  lease  of  life. 

At  Harrisburg,  Pa.,  he  met  with  partial  success ;  stopped 
off  at  Penn  Yan,  N.  Y.,  where  F.  M.  McDowell  with  financial 
help  cheered  him  on  his  way. 

At  Fredonia,  Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  in  a  region 
of  fine  farms  largely  devoted  to  fruit,  in  sight  of  the  blue 
waters  of  Lake  Erie,  he  found  good  soil,  intelligent  minds, 
and  willing  hands  to  take  up  the  work ;  and  there  in  April, 
1868,  the  first  real  Farmers’  Subordinate  Grange  in  the  world 
was  organized. 

Twenty-five  years  have  passed  since  then,  and  on  April  20 
and  21,  1893,  the  anniversary  day  was  celebrated  with  a 
program  covering  both  days,  and  morning,  afternoon  and 
evening  sessions  in  a  large  opera  house,  filled  with  thousands 
of  Patrons,  and  on  one  evening  with  outside  friends.  Beau¬ 
tiful  decorations  of  fruits,  flowers,  grain,  pictures,  mottoes, 
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mementos  and  relics  of  the  early  days,  with  music  and  songs 
by  choirs,  quartettes,  glee  clubs,  solos,  recitations,  original 
poems,  essays,  speeches,  presentations,  receptions  and  bounti¬ 
ful  meals  served  in  two  large  halls  belonging  to  the  old  Grange, 
which  now  has  250  members;  together  with  the  presence  of 
officers  of  the  National  and  State  Granges ; — all  mad$  up  a 
picture  and  an  occasion  marking  an  important  event  in  Grange 
history ;  and  all  revolving  around  the  honored  guest  who  had 
come  all  the  way  from  his  distant  home  in  Florida  to  be 
present  and  meet  and  greet  the  old  Grange  he  had  organized 
twenty-five  years  before — Brother  O.  H.  Kelley,  the  founder  of 
the  Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry, the  man  of faith  and  works 
who  carried  it  over  all  obstacles  to  success. 

None  the  less  honored  was  Sister  Caroline  A.  Hall,  she  who 
first  proposed  the  admission  of  women  in  our  Order,  and  who 
cheered  and  aided  the  early  workers  in  their  darkest  hours. 
Prevented  from  being  present  from  her  home  in  Minnesota  by 
the  recent  death  of  her  mother,  her  letter  of  greeting  not  only 
to* the  Grange  in  Fredonia,  but  “to  the  Order  at  large,”  will 
be  welcomed  by  tens  of  thousands  of  sisters  wherever  the 
name  of  Grange  is  known. 

Chautauqua  County,  New  York,  now  has  over  3,000  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Grange,  located  in  28  Subordinate  Granges,  one  of 
which,  at  Jamestown,  and  of  which  Hon.  W.  C.  Gifhord,  Master 
of  the  New  York  State  Grange,  is  a  member,  has  352  members. 
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PROGRAM 


1893- 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY 

OF 

FREDONIA  GRANGE,  NO.  i,  P.  OF  H. 

All  Sessions  held  in  the  Grand  Opera  House,  under  the  auspices  of  Chautauqua 
County  Ponoma  Grange,  and  New  York  State  Grange. 

APRIL  20th  AND  21st,  1 893. 

FREDONIA,  N.  Y. 


Reception 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  U.  E.  Dodge, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Sackett, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  K.  Starr, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  M.  Aldrich, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  F.  S.  Jolls, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  K.  Hough, 


Committee : 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephen  Reed, 
Mrs.  Emma  Southwick, 

Dr.  A.  P.  Phillips, 

Mr.  Fred.  Southwick, 

Mr.  Pliny  Smith, 

Mr.  L.  McKinstry. 


Committee  on  Program  : 

E.  K.  Hough,  Lecturer,  Pomona  Grange. 

Mrs.  Emma  Southwick,  Musical  Director,  Fredonia  Grange. 

H.  S.  McAllister,  Insurance  Director,  Fredonia  Grange. 

Comtnittee  on  Lodging: 

M.  Chapman.  J.  J.  Parker.  S.  W.  Reed.  T.  S.  Phillips. 


THURSDAY  MORNING  SESSION,  APRIL  20. 

Call  to  Order,  n  A.  M. 

Opening  Exercises. 

Reading  Minutes. 

Usual  Order  of  Business. 

Recess  from  12  until  2  P.  M. 

Dinner  served  in  Grange  Rooms,  Union  Block,  under  the  superintendence 
of  Table  Committee — Mrs.  Fred.  Southwick,  Mrs.  J.  W.  Skinner. 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON  SESSION. 

Call  to  Order,  2  P.  M. 

Song,  “America,” . By  the  Choir. 

Words  of  Welcome,  .  .  -  .  .  .  .  J.  M.  Pettit,  M.,  Fredonia. 

Response,  ....  .  .  E.  B.  Hewes,  W.  M.  Pomona. 

Reports  of  Standing  and  Special  Committees. 

Reports  on  condition  of  Granges  and  progress  of  the  Order. 

Song  by  Male  Quartette,  “  Darling  Clo.,” 

James  Ruttenber,  Charles  Pries,  E.  L.  Congdon,  John  Ruttenber, 

of  Villenova  Grange. 

Recitation,  “A  Mother’s  Story,”  .  .  .  Mrs.  John  Luke,  Fredonia. 

Essay, . Mrs.  N.  E.  Poole,  Fredonia. 

Duet,  Prof.  Hopper  and  wife,  Forestville. 

Select  Reading . Miss  McManus,  Hanover. 

Song, . C.  O.  Buss,  Sherman. 

Remarks  by  Visiting  Members. 

Recess  at  4.30  will  be  taken  for  a  Reception,  informal,  to  Hon.  O.  H.  Kelley. 
Jjgy*  Supper  in  Grange  Rooms  from  5  to  7.30  P.  M. 
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THURSDAY  EVENING— OPEN  SESSION. 

Doors  open  at  7.30;  commence  at  8  o’clock  prompt. 

Music,  .......  Shawmut  Orchestra,  of  Fredonia. 

Song  of  Welcome,  .  .  .  Prof.  B.  F.  Hopper  and  Choir,  Forestville. 

Prayer, .  Rev.  J.  Boyd  Espy,  Fredonia. 

Address  of  Welcome,  .  .  .  Edwards  H.  Pratt,  President  of  Village. 

Vocal  Solo,  “  The  Song  that  Reached  my  Heart,”  Mrs.  J.  D.  Montfort,  Brocton. 
Words  of  Welcome  to  Brother  O.  H.  Kelley,  Founder  of  the  Order,  P.  of  H., 
and  to  the  New  York  State  Grange  Assembled  in  Special  Session -in  his 
honor  and  that  of  Fredonia  Grange,  also  to  Hon.  Mortimer  Whitehead, 
Lecturer  of  the  National  Grange. 

L.  McKinstry,  First  Lecturer  of  Grange  No.  I. 
Music,  “  Hail  to  the  Chief,”  .....  Shawmut  Orchestra. 

Address  in  Response,  .  .  .  Hon.  O.  H.  Kelley,  of  Carrabella,  Fla. 

Address,  .  .  Hon.  Mortimer  Whitehead,  Lecturer  of  National  Grange. 

Address,  .  H.  H.  Goff,  Sec’y  of  New  York  State  Grange,  Spencerport,  N.  Y. 
Music,  .........  Shawmut  Orchestra. 

Original  Poem,  “A  Call  to  Spring,”  .  .  Mrs.  E.  P.  Harris,  Brocton. 

Singing,  .........  Union  Grange  Choir. 

Address  of  Congratulation  to  U.  E.  Dodge,  1st  Master  of  Grange  No.  1, 

Hon.  W.  C.  Gifford,  W.  M.  N.  Y.  State  Grange. 
Responsive  Address,  .  .  .  .  U.  E  Dodge,  L.  Fredonia  Grange. 

Duet, . Prof.  G.  Fayette  Dickson  and  Wife,  Westfield* 

Words  of  Greeting,  .  .  .  Caroline  A.  Hall,  a  founder  of  the  Order. 

Our  Silver  Anniversary,  ....  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord,  Sinclairville. 

The  Women  of  Our  Order,  ....  Mrs.  C.  E.  Twing,  Westfield. 
Singing,  full  Chorus,  “  Grangers  Meet  Me  at  the  Cross  Roads,” 

Villenova  Grange. 

Address,  “  Not  to  be  Answered  by  Proxy,”  .  .  E.  P.  Harris,  Brocton. 

Remarks  and  Addresses  by  Visiting  Members  and  Officers  of  State  Grange. 
Recitation,  ......  Master  Littleton  Fox,  New  York. 

Singing,  .......  Prof.  Ames  and  Choir,  Central ia. 

Music. 

FRIDAY  MORNING  SESSION,  APRIL  21. 

Call  to  Order,  9.30  A.  M. 

Opening  Exercises. 

Usual  Order  of  Business. 

Duet,  “  Only  a  Picture  of  her  Boy,” 

Miss  Nellie  L.  Vincent  and  James  Ruttenber,  Villenova. 
Reminiscenses  of  the  Early  Grange,  .  .  .  Alva  Mathews,  Portland. 

Recitation,  “  Why  He  would  not  Sell  the  Farm,”  Miss  Helen  Pettit,  Fredonia. 
Vocal  Duet,  .......  Mr.  F.  H.  Smith  and  Wife. 

Essay,  “  Invention,”  .......  Mr.  True,  Hanover. 

Duet,  .......  Prof.  Hopper  and  Wife,  Forestville. 

Humorous  Impersonation,  .  .  .  .  .  .  J.  E.  Powers,  Brocton. 

Solo, . Mrs.  Geo.  Melvin,  Forestville. 

Recitation, . .  Geo.  Bates,  Sherman. 

Addresses  by  Visiting  Members  of  the  Order  and  Officers  of  the  State  and 

National  Grange. 

Song,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  D.  Granger,  Chautauqua. 

Comic  Solo,  “Whoa,  Mule,”  ....  James.  Ruttenber,  Hamlet. 

Duet . Dr.  Davis  and  Wife,  Forestville. 

Education,  a  Paper,  •.  .  .  .  Miss  Mary  J.  P.  Hewes,  Lombard . 

Bass  Solo,  “  The  Tempest,”  ....  Charles  Pries,  Hamlet. 

Suggestions  for  Good  of  the  Order,  .  .  .  Mrs.  A.  E.  Palen,  Lombard. 

Singing,  “  Home,  Sweet  Home,”  .....  By  the  Choir. 

Closing  Exercises. 

Dinner  in  the  Grange  Rooms. 
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|||||n  EFFORT  was  made  to  obtain  copies  of  all  the  ad- 
dresses  made  and  recitations  and  papers  read.  Some 
W  have  not  been  received.  Besides,  it  would  be  impos¬ 
sible  to  publish  all  the  songs  and  good  things  said  and  done 
during  four  sessions  and  covering  two  days. 

No  better  idea  can  be  given  of  the  spirit  that  prevailed  than 
a  publication  of  some  of  the  words  fitly  spoken. 

After  the  cordial  address  of  welcome  by  Mr.  Edward  H. 
Pratt,  President  of  the  Village,  at  the  public  session,  E.  B. 
Hewes,  Master  of  the  Pomona  Grange  of 'Chautauqua  County, 
spoke  as  follows  : 

REPLY  TO  ADDRESS  OF  WELCOME. 

“Mr.  President  and  Fellow  Citizens  of  Fredoma  :  The  hearty 
welcome  extended  the  Grange  here  to-night  in  honor  of  this 
25th  anniversary  by  your  representative,  the  President  of  this 
beautiful  village,  is  in  accord  with  your  reputation  as  a  hospU 
table  enlightened  moral  community.  Fellow  citizens  of  Fre- 
donia,  you  have  reason  to  feel  proud  of  your  school  of  learn¬ 
ing;  of  the  many  grand  and  good  men  and  women  who  reside 
here;  of  your  able  men  that  have  represented  you  in  Congress 
with  credit  to  themselves;  of  the  distinguished  men  that  have 
represented  you  in  State  legislature;  of  the  able  jurists  that 
have  discharged  their  duties  on  the  bench  with  dignity  and 
honor;  of  your  able  lawyers  and  your  skillful  physicians, 
known  the  world  over.  You  have  great  cause  to  rejoice  to 
know  that  the  first  real  Subordinate  Grange  was  organized  in 
your  midst — an  order  that  is  in  line  with  your  whole  history 
of  progress  intellectually. 

“  The  Grange  being  an  order  of  equality,  demanding  equal 
rights  for  all  and  that  all  should  share  their  part  of  the  re¬ 
sponsibilities  of  life,  I  hold  that  the  women,  especially  the  one 
that  is  a  mother,  that  does  not  demand  the  right  to  participate 
and  be  heard  in  the  framing  of  the  legislation  that  shall  gov¬ 
ern  her  child,  is  simply  shirking  her  responsibilities. 

“  God  Almighty  gave  you  brains  to  think  and  act. 

“  The  Grange  has  done  a  great  deal  for  the  betterment  of 
mankind,  and  bids  fair  to  go  on,  and  I  feel  there  is  no  one  that 
can  foretell  what  the  grand  future  will  be. 

“  Twenty-five  years  ago  this  great  Order  was  but  an  infant, 
to-day  it  is  a  power  that  is  felt  through  all  the  halls  of  legis¬ 
lation  in  our  country. 
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“With  what  pride  and  satisfaction  must  this  venerable  hero 
and  patron  that  is  with  us  to-night,  the  founder  of  the  Grange, 
look  back  to  the  time  when  he  struggling'hard,  assisted  by 
friends,  arrived  here  and  succeeded  in  organizing  grand  old 
No.  i  of  Fredonia.  Then  contemplate  the  great  and  power¬ 
ful  granges  that  are  located  throughout  our  whole  country. 

“  That  it  will  be  a  source  of  great  comfort  to  him  in  his 
declining  years  no  one  can  doubt.  Fellow  citizens,  I  came 
from  the  baby  Grange  of  old  Chautauqua.  Proud  of  this 
grand  Order,  I  will  gladly  give  way  and  listen  to  these 
veteran  persons  in  Grange  work.” 


IT  THIS  same  public  session  Bro.  L.  McKinstry,  a 
charter  member  of  Fredonia  Grange,  and  its  first  Lec¬ 
turer,  delivered  an  address  of  welcome  to  Bro.  Kelley. 


ADDRESS  TO  O.  H.  KELLEY,  FOUNDER  OF  THE  ORDER. 

“ Brother  Kelley  :  It  was  25  years  ago  last  Sunday' (but  not 
then  Sunday)  that  I  first  met  you  with  our  friend  of  revered 
memory,  Mr.  A.  S.  Moss,  and  a-  few  other  citizens,  in  a  hall 
in  Woleben  block  in  this  village.  You  had  come  to  tell  us  of 
a  new  Fraternal  Order,  yet  you  spoke  of  it  as  though  it  were 
already  firmly  established.  And  when  Mr.  Moss  asserted  of 
the  new  order  that  ‘  successs  is  written  on  it  from  the  start,’ 
he  wisely  withheld  any  mention  of  your  trials  and  tribula¬ 
tions  in  getting  as  far  as  Fredonia.  So  we  voted  to  join, 
and  25  years  ago  to-morrow  evening  our  first  meeting  was 
held  to  elect  officers.  At  that  meeting  Mr.  Ulysses  E.  Dodge 
was  elected  Master,  and  to  paraphrase  a  famous  oration, 
Heaven  has  bounteously  lengthened  out  your  life  and  his 
that  you  might  behold  this  joyous  day. 

“Why  I  should  have  been  chosen  to  the  responsible  office 
of  Lecturer,  to  inform  the  members  on  all  the  latest  points  in 
farming,  can  only  be  accounted  for  by  the  partiality  of  Mr. 
Moss,  who  suggested  most  of  the  officers.  But  my  selection 
will  not  seem  so  incongruous  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
Grange  at  first  attracted  mostly  village  people,  who  cared  no 
more  about  farming  than  I  did.  I  remember  one  evening  our 
Chaplain,  Rev.  Dr.  Wheelock,  asked  why  the  Master  omitted 
from  the  order  of  business  the  question,  ‘  What  is  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  crops  and  stock  ?  ’  and  Bro.  Hinckley,  who  was 
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then  in  the  chair,  allowed  that  most  of  them  didn’t  have 
either  crops  or  stock.  A  half  dozen  hens  and  a  rooster  com¬ 
prised  all  the  stock  I  had,  and  I  reported  them  as  doing  well, 
if  the  hens  would  only  take  their  vacation  when  eggs  were 
low  instead  of  high. 

“  I  think  I  have  sufficiently  hinted  at  the  reason  why  our 
Grange  lapsed  after  a  few  years.  We  had  no  more  idea  of 
making  it  practical  in  the  farming  line  than  a  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Mason  has  of  laying  brick.  But  we  did  become  pro¬ 
ficient  in  the  work  of  the  ritual,  (and  no  other  order  possesses 
one  more  beautiful),  and  I  well  remember  your  compliment, 
Bro.  Kelley,  when  you  visited  us  in  April,  1869,  and  found 
over  a  hundred  of  us  in  full  regalia.  We  conferred  the  third 
and  fourth  degrees,  and  you  installed  our  new  officers  that 
evening,  and  you  pronounced  ours  the  best  working  Grange 
in  the  United  States. 

“  Now  our  Grange  of  250  members  is  composed  almost  ex¬ 
clusively,  as  it  should  be,  of  members  engaged  in  farming.  It 
is  instructive  and  practical,  as  well  as  entertaining. 

During  the  twenty-five  years  that  have  elapsed  since  you 
first  visited  our  village  we  have  seen  this  Order  spread  into 
every  State  in  the  Union.  Over  27,000  charters  have  been 
granted,  which  would  indicate  that  over  a  million  members 
have  joined.  No  other  organization  has  proved  so  efficient  in 
uniting  the  farmers  for  the  protection  and  advancement  of 
their  interests.  Great  abuses  have  been  corrected,  the  rapa¬ 
city  of  corporations  has  been  curbed,  legislatures  have  been 
controlled,  wholesome  laws  have  been  enacted,  and  our  sub¬ 
ordinate  title  attached  to  the  names  of  trunk  lines  of  transport¬ 
ation  has  become  part  of  the  nomenclature  of  the  stock  ex¬ 
change. 

“  But  in  my  estimation,  Bro.  Kelley,  the  Order  you  founded 
has  had  a  higher  value  than  in  the  line  of  material  interests. 
It  has  served  to  stimulate  and  improve  the  social  side  of  farm 
life.  The  social,  parliamentary  and  literary  education  that  has 
been  gained  in  the  Grange  has  brightened  the  life  of  many  a 
family  that  would  have  otherwise  led  a  lonely  existence. 

“Above  all,  you  had  the  honor  of  founding  the  first  Order 
in  which  the  mothers,  wives  and  sisters  have  every  right  pos¬ 
sessed  by  their  sons,  husbands  and  brothers.  Those  who 
doubt  the  ability  of  women  to  vote  wisely,  to  hold  office  with 
dignity  and  ability,  and  to  legislate  with  discretion,  should 
join  the  Grange  and  have  all  their  doubts  removed.  I  never 
yet  heard  a  Patron  lament  that  every  Sister  in  the  Order  has 
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perfect  equality  of  right  with  himself,  or  express  a  wish  that 
it  might  be  otherwise.  The  Grange  is  a  continual  object  les¬ 
son  of  the  safety  and  desirability  of  absolute  equality  in  the 
governing  rights  of  all  who  are  to  be  governed. 

“  You  would  be  more  or  less  human,  Bro.  Kelley,  if  all  these 
results  failed  to  give  you  the  highest  satisfaction.  When  we 
note  the  enormous  growth  of  the  Order  you  founded,  and  re¬ 
member  your  enthusiasm  and  sublime  confidence  when  there 
was  but  one  member  outside  of  the  officers  of  the  National 
Grange,  it  seems  as  though  the  Supreme  Being  must  have  an¬ 
nounced  to  you  as  He  did  to  Abraham  when  He  said  to  Him, 
‘  Look  now  toward  Heaven  and  tell  the  stars,  if  thou  be  able 
to  number  them,  and  He  said  unto  him,  so  shall  thy  seed  be.’ 

‘‘All  the  vast  membership  of  the  Order  of  Patrons  of  Hus¬ 
bandry  feels  indebted  to  you,  and  especially  Fredonia  Grange, 
on  which  you  conferred  the  honor  of  the  glorious  title — No. 
i.  A  warm  and  heartfelt  welcome  ever  awaits  you  here,  and 
in  many  fold  measure  upon  this,  our  silver  anniversary.  We 
intend  at  our  next  meeting  to  elect  you  an  honorary  member 
of  our  Grange  for  life,  and  I  now  present  you  with  our  badge. 
We  hope  to  so  conduct  our  Grange  that  you  may  ever  wear 
its  emblem  with  pride. 

“  I  am  also  commissioned  by  Fredonia  Grange  to  welcome 
the  officers  of  the  State  Grange  and  the  National  Grange  who 
honor  us  by  their  presence  to-night.  We  shall  be  glad  to  hear 
the  representatives  of  these  higher  bodies  to  which  we  owe 
allegiance,  as  well  as  from  Brother  Kelley,  whom  we  hail  as 
chief  on  this  auspicious  occasion.” 


The  orchestra  played  “  Hail  to  the  Chief,”  and  then  Brother 
Kelley  responded  as  follows,  the  first  time  he  has  spoken  as  a 
Patron  for  a  number  of  years : 

BRO.  KELLEY’S  ADDRESS. 

“  Worthy  Master  and  Patrons :  Anniversaries  are  the  occa¬ 
sions  when  care  is  thrown  aside  and  the  participants  unite  for 
a  jollification  ;  good  humor  prevails,  and  if  the  occasion  proves 
a  success  we  look  back  upon  it  as  one  of  the  pleasant  features 
of  life 

“  When  I  received  your  invitation  to  be  present  and  help 
celebrate  the  25th  Anniversary  of  Fredonia  Grange,  I  was  so 
much  surprised  I  could  hardly  believe  it  a  reality. 
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“A  quarter  of  a  century  had  elapsed,  and  though  1,500 
miles  apart,  you  ‘  had  not  forgotten  the  old  man.’  I  determined 
to  accept,  and  here  I  am. 

“  This  fact  you  have — that  no  other  Grange  in  the  United 
States  ranks  Fredonia  in  age.  It  is  recorded  as  the  first  that 
was  regularly  organized  and  at  once  commenced  active  work. 

“  In  every  State  and  Territory  of  the  Union  Granges  have 
been  organized,  and  over  800,000  names  of  charter  members 
are  now  recorded  in  the  National  office. 

“  From  the  Grange  have  sprung  the  Alliance  and  numerous 
other  farmer  organizations.  What  the  outcome  will  be  re- 
.  mains  for  the  future,  but  we  may  feel  proud  that  the  seed 
planted  by  Fredonia  Grange  has  spread  over  the  whole  country. 

“  Our  Order  was  the  first  secret  society  that  ever  admitted 
women  to  full  membership;  its  growth  shows  what  may  be 
accomplished  with  woman’s  influence.  Its  growth  is  also  a 
lesson  to  the  young  of  both  sexes,  showing  what  pluck  and 
perseverance  can  bring  about. 

“No  enterprise  of  any  magnitude  can  well  be  established  in 
less  than  five  years.  Statistics  show  that  out  of  every  hundred 
but  five  become  eminently  successful.  Ten  per  cent,  more  are 
but  moderately  so,  while  the  remaining  85  are  failures. 

“The  failures  may  be  attributed  to  three  causes — lack  of 
merit,  want  of  capital,  and  lack  of  vim  and  perseverance. 

“  If  you  will  cling  to  a  good,  meritorious  work  for  five  years, 
putting  your  whole  energy  in  it,  success  will  crown  your  efforts. 
Too  many  give  up  in  four  years  and  a  half. 

“  Let  us  see  what  five  years  did  for  our  Order.  In  the  first 
year  we  issued  only  10  dispensations,  the  second  36,  the  third 
134.  At  the  end  of  the  fourth  year  we  had  in  all  1,005.  The 
ball  was  then  fairly  rolling,  and  the  years  of  ’73  and  ’74  were 
marvels  of  success  in  organization. 

“During  January, February  and  March  of  1874  we  averaged 
over  2,000  each  month,  and  two  days  are  on  record  when  165 
applications  for  new  Granges  were  received  on  each  day. 

“The  prosperity  of  our  Order  is'  due  mostly  to  the  female 
membership ;  it  would  not,  it  could  not  exist  without  them. 
The  times  have  changed  very  materially  in  woman’s  favor  in 
the  past  twenty-five  years.  Socially  she  has  always  been  the 
peer  of  man,  and  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  she  will  be 
his  equal  politically.  That,  however,  depends  wholly  upon 
herself. 

“  When  the  women  say  they  will  vote  they  will,  and  no 
power  on  earth  can  stop  them. 
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“  In  business  of  all  kinds  woman  is  showing  herself  as 
capable  as  man.  In  my  office  while  National  Secretary  all  my 
clerical  work  was  done  by  young  women.  During  the  twelve 
years  while  I  held  the  position  over  $400,000  was  received. 
Miss  Hall  was  my  assistant  and  cashier;  every  dollar  of  this 
passed  through  her  hands,  and  when  our  books  were  critically 
examined  at  the  end  of  twelve  years  the  committee  published 
their  report,  showing  the  National  Grange  was  in  our  debt 

$8.34. 

“  In  the  past  twenty-five  years  there  is  no  instance  recorded 
of  a  female  book-keeper  or  cashier  going  to  Canada,  while 
quite  a  number  of  men  have  made  temporary  homes  in  that 
country. 

“  My  convictions  are  that  women  are  the  most  honorable 
and  reliable  part  of  the  human  family,  and,  like  all  sensible 
men,  I  have  always  been  an  ardent  admirer  of  women. 

“  Much  has  been  said  by  our  opponents  regarding  the  large 
sums  of  money  received  by  the  National  Grange.  The  un¬ 
precedented  rapid  growth  of  the  Order  in  ’73  and  ’74  did 
bring  us  a  full  treasury,  yet  nearly  two-thirds  of  the  fee  re¬ 
ceived  from  each  new  Subordinate  Grange  was  returned  in  the 
cost  of  the  outfit  sent  them. 

“At  the  Charleston  session  one-half  the  fund  in  the  National 
treasury  was  divided  with  the  several  State  Granges,  and  the 
National  Grange  now  has  sufficient  capital  to  keep  the  Order 
in  existence. 

“As  to  money  in  this  or  any  other  organization,  what  can 
you  accomplish  or  what  influence  can  you  expect  to  exert 
with  an  empty  treasury  ? 

“  I  would  like  to  see  every  Subordinate  Grange  with  a  capital 
of  $5,000  to  $10,000  invested  in  real  estate  returning  a  fair 
rental. 

“You  all  know  that  those  associations  of  reputed  wealth 
have  more  respect  shown  them  than  those  with  empty 
pockets. 

“The  old  parson  who  always  borrowed  a  $10  bill  on  Satur¬ 
day  and  returned  it  Monday  morning,  said  he  could  preach 
far  more  effectively-  with  a  little  money  in  his  pocket. 

“And  now,  Worthy  Master,  if  I  am  the  Father  of  Fredonia 
Grange,  I  may  well  feel  proud  of  the  growth  of  my  family. 

“  Children,  receive  a  father’s  blessing.  May  your  joys  of 
this  life  be  multiplied  and  blessings  innumerable  be  yours 
hereafter.” 
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SISTER  CAROLINE  A.  HALL.— WORDS  OF  GREETING. 

“  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  April  15,  ’93. 
“My  dear  Mrs.  Lord  and  Executive  Committee 

of  Chautauqua  Co.  Grange : 

“  I  most  sincerely  thank  you  for  the  invitation  to  be  pres¬ 
ent  at  the  celebration  of  the  ‘Silver  Aniversary  ’  of  Fredoni^ 
Grange. 

“  To  have  been  with  you  on  this  joyful  occasion  would 
have  given  me  very  great  happiness ;  but  as  circumstances 
prevent  my  accepting  your  most  cordial  bidding  to  be  with 
you,  I  send  you  most  hearty  greetings  and  God  speed. 

“Just  25  years  ago  to-day  Fredonia  Grange  was  being 
organized,  and  can  you  realize  after  all  these  years,  the  joy 
and  happiness  that  the  first  real  Grange  gave  to  the  hearts  of 
those  patient  men  who  toiled  so  unselfishly  for  many  months 
for  the  benefit  of  their  fellow-beings  ? 

“  The  first  Grange  born  was  a  source  of  much  encourage¬ 
ment  and  has  always  been  very  tenderly  regarded.  The 
name  of  Bro.  Moss  as  well  as  many  others  were  familiar 
household  names  in  our  Minnesota  home,  and  Bro.  Hinkley, 
your  first  State  Master’s  genial  face,  is  so  impressed  on  my 
mind  that  I  shall  never  forget  it.  He  met  with  us  at  George¬ 
town,  the  first  National  session. 

“  Since  then,  days,  months  and  years  have  rolled  around  in 
their  cycles,  at  first  the  Granges  were  scattered  here  and  there, 
wherever  seed  had  fallen  in  good  and  on  well  prepared 
ground,  but  in  those  early  days  battling  with  poverty  and 
many  other  forms  of  discouragement  the  few  small  Granges 
little  knew  what  a  seemingly  slender  cord  did  bind  or  hold 
them. 

“  It  seemed  so  fragile  at  times  that  I  almost  trembled  ere 
it  would  part,  but  it  proved  stronger  than  we  knew,  for  there 
was  a  Power  above  who  gave  us  strength  to  endure  and  to 
work,  and  to-day  the  Grange  is  more  potent  for  good  in  many 
ways  than  perhaps  the  wisest  and  most  sanguine  of  the  seven 
founders  and  their  associates  could  have  dreamed.  That 
there  was  need  of  such  an  organization  we  do  not  question, 
and  it  will  last  just  as  long  as  there  is  work  for  it  to  do. 

“  The  great  tidal  wave  of  Granges  that  came  surging  from 
over  the  whole  country  a  few  years  ago  has  subsided,  and  in 
these  later  years  there  flows  a  small  but  steady  stream  of 
good  men  and  women  into  the  Patron’s  haven — ‘  The  Grange,’ 
through  the  teachings  of  which  the  cares  incident  to  the  life 
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of  a  farmer’s  wife  have  been  materially  alleviated,  and  she 
has  enjoyed  many  pleasurable  hours,  and  in  many  instances 
the  home  is  made  more  beautiful. 

“  I  also  trust  that  her  admission  to  the  Grange  on  equal 
conditions  contributed  to  the  permanency  of  the  same.  Do 
not  all  needed  reforms  demand  the  counsel  of  women  in  order 
to  assure  any  great  degree  of  success,  my  sisters  ? 

“  Wishing  Fredonia  Grange  and  the  Grange  at  large  un¬ 
bounded  success  in  all  good  works  and  efforts,  and,  as  is  said 
of  our  beloved  Order,  may  it  be  said  of  Fredonia  Grange, 
Number  One,  Esto  Perpetua. 

“  Very  sincerely  and  fraternally, 

“  C.  A.  Hall.” 


The  reply  to  Sister  Hall’s  kind  words  was  by  Sister  B.  B. 
Lord,  who  has  been  Master  of  the  Pomona  Grange  of  Chau¬ 
tauqua  Co.,  and  who  first  proposed  and  planned  this  joyful 
event. 

OUR  SILVER  ANNIVERSARY. 

“  Mr.  Chairman ,  Patrons  and  Friends  :  We  have  assembled 
to-night  to  celebrate  an  event,  which  is  of  interest  to  every 
Patron  of  Husbandry,  and  to  enjoy  the  success  with  which 
the  years  of  toil  and  struggle  have  been  crowned. 

“  No  other  movement  of  the  century  now  rapidly  closing 
has  been  fraught  with  more  momentous  results,  and  none, 
perhaps,  had  a  smaller  beginning  or  met  with  more  of  adverse 
criticism  from  both  friend  and  foe  than  that  which  gave  birth 
to  an  Order,  cfestined  to  win  the  admiration  of  all  classes  of 
people. 

“  The  history  of  the  century  bears  no  record  that  can  sur¬ 
pass  the  unselfish  devotion  of  the  master  spirit  who  thought 
out  and  worked  out  the  plans  which  have  given  to  the 
American  agriculturist  the  strength  that  organized  power 
alone  can  give.  He  who  gave  to  the  tiller  of  the  soil  the 
grand  conception  of  an  organization  whose  unselfish  aim  has 
been  to  advance  their  profession  to  such  a  standard  of  excel¬ 
lence  that  it  has  kept  pace  with  the  march  of  progress,  shall 
be  honored  of  all  men,  and  the  name  of  O.  H.  Kelley  will  go 
down  to  future  generations  as  one  who  loved  his  fellow-man. 

“  Every  Patron  of  Husbandry  will  cherish  this  name  with 
tender  reverence,  and  an  unspeakable  gratitude  to  Him  ‘who 
doeth  all  things  well,’  that  its  owner  has  been  spared  to  wit- 
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ness  the  rejoicing  all  over  our  broad  land,  upon  this  anni¬ 
versary  of  beautiful  memory.  To  him  we  owe  not  only  the 
original  idea  of  the  organization,  but  the  fact  that  ‘the  Grange 
became  a  reality.’ 

“  For  months,  which  lengthened  into  years,  his  whole  time 
and  attention  was  given  to  this  work ;  enduring  privation, 
humiliation  and  disappointment ;  working  early  and  late  ;  in 
season  and  out  of  season  ;  and  pushing  others  by  the  force  of 
his  own  determined  enthusiasm,  until  success  crowned  his 
efforts. 

“All  honor,  then,  to  our  chief,  upon  whose  banner  was  in¬ 
scribed,  Equality,  Justice  and  Fidelity. 

“  Going  back  over  the  years,  we  find  a  young  man  coming 
to  Fredonia  to  meet  your  townsman,  A.  S.  Moss.  Against  the 
wishes  and  more  conservative  judgment  of  his  associates  he 
had  started  from  Washington  to  test  the  new  Order,  for  which 
he  had  given  up  all  other  business,  and  upon  the  success  of 
which  he  had  staked  his  all. 

“At  Harrisburg  and  Penn  Yan  he  did  not  succeed  in  start¬ 
ing  the  work,  but  at  Penn  Yan  he  found  a  true  and  loyal  friend, 
Bro.  F.  M.  McDowell,  who  helped  him  on  his  way. 

“  Reaching  this  fair  and  peaceful  village  he  found  more 
genial  soil  wherein  to  plant  the  seed  of  Grange  work.  Here 
were  gathered  a  few  souls,  ready  to  accept  the  teachings  of 
this  new  Order,  which  was  based  upon  the  broad  platform  of 
the  brotherhood  of  man  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God,  and 
these  determined  sprits,  pledged  to  its  principles,  have  been 
faithful  in  their  work.  They  were  the  first  to  take  up  the 
burden  of  the  pioneer  work  being  done  by  the  founders  of  this 
Order,  and  this  early  Grange  had  much  to  do  in  perfecting  the 
work  which  at  that  time  was  but  outlined. 

“Many  changes  have  come  with  the  fleeting  years.  Since 
that  eventful  meeting  the  history  of  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
been  written,  and  such  a  history  as  all  the  preceding  years  had 
never  known. 

“  The  face  of  our  country  has  changed ;  mighty  cities  now 
stand  where  there  were  leafy  forests;  barren  land  has  become 
fruitful,  until  the  vine  is  the  leading  industry  of  our  own  locality ; 
immigration  has  peopled  the  western  and  southern  lands  ;  the 
country  has  prospered  and  all  is  new.  We  talk  with  our  distant 
friends  upon  important  subjects;  electricity  has  revolutionized 
the  ways  of  the  world. 

“The  year  1868  was  an  eventful  one  in  the  history  of  the 
Order  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry. 
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“  Bro.  Kelley  says  it  was  the  darkest  in  its  history,  and  that 
the  last  scene  of  the  year  was,  in  his  imagination,  the  tableau 
of  one  struggling  almost  against  hope ;  while  fairy  fingers 
pointed  to  these  words,  charmingly  radiant  with  sunset  hues 
on  fleecy  clouds:  ‘The  diligent  man  shall  prosper;  he  shall 
stand  before  kings ;  he  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men.’ 
Behold  the  fulfillment  of  the  prophecy !  To-night  he  is  our 
honored  guest.  From  his  home  in  the  . far-away  Southland  he 
has  come  to  enjoy  our  anniversary  and  receive  the  homage  of 
a  loyal  people.  More  than  30,000  members  or  the  Order  in 
the  Empire  State  alone,  represented  by  the  New  York  State 
Grange  in  special  session;  more  than  3,000  in  Chautauqua 
Co.,  represented  by  Chautauqua  Co.,  Pomona  Grange,  and 
nearly  300  in  Fredonia  Grange  bid  him  welcome  to  Fredonia 
and  our  silver  anniversary. 

“  Bro.  A.  S.  Moss  of  Fredonia  Grange,  first  Assistant 
Steward  of  the  National  Grange,  has  been  called  the  Father  of 
Fredonia  Grange,  as  it  was  through  his  influence  that  it  was 
organized,  and  he  predicted  in  1868  that  Bro.  Kelley  would 
live  to  see  the  blessings  of  the  Order  of  P.  of  H.  on  the  toil¬ 
ing  millions — that  he  had  already  endeared  himself  to  Fre¬ 
donia  Grange,  and  that  if  he  ever  came  this  way  he  would 
not  be  among  strangers. 

“  The  good  brother  has  been  transferred  to  the  great 
Grange  beyond,  but  we  are  here  to  ratify  his  prediction. 

“  There  is  another  name  very  dear  to  the  hearts  of  Patrons, 
who  has  sent  us  her  greeting  from  her  Western  home.  As 
woman  was  last  at  the  cross  and  first  at  the  sepulchre,  com¬ 
missioned  by  Him  to  carry  the  glad  tidings  of  His  resurrec¬ 
tion  to  the  brethren,  so  has  she  through  all  ages  been  first 
and  wisest  in  counseling  and  advising  those  who  have  given 
to  the  world  any  great  achievement. 

“The  plan  of  organization  for  the  Order  was  first  submit¬ 
ted  by  Mr.  Kelley  to  his  niece,  Caroline  A.  Hall,  of  Boston, 
whose  name  shall  ever  stand  second  only  to  his  in  the  list  of 
its  founders.  Her  mind  grasped  the  advantages  to  be  gained, 
not  alone  for  the  farmer,  but  for  his  family  also  ;  and  to  her 
we  are  indebted  for  the  recognition  of  women  in  the  Order 
upon  a  plane  of  perfect  equality  with  its  men.  Indeed,  the 
policy  mapped  out  by  her  was  largely  followed  by  those  who 
perfected  our  work. 

“  For  years  she  served  the  National  Grange  as  its  Assistant 
Secretary,  faithfully  working  for  its  success  through  all  the 
days  of  trials  and  vexatious  disappointments.  Brave  and 
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loyal  hearts  that,  laboring  under  the  most  discouraging  and 
perplexing  circumstances,  surrounded  by  cares  and  anxieties, 
without  money  or  influence,  met  bravely  every  turn  in  the 
wheel  of  fortune ;  keeping  in  view  the  final  success  of  the 
noble  Order  to  whose  banner  they  had  pinned  their  faith  and 
pledged  their  support.  Such  supreme  reliance  in  the  final 
triumph  of  the  right  will  lead  to  victory. 

“  This  sister*  whose  earnest  desire  was  for  equality  for 
women ;  equal  pay  for  equal  work ;  herself  accomplished 
more  work  for  the  Order  than  most  people  would  believe 
possible. 

“  She  wrote  letters  and  circulars  ;  attended  to  office  work  ; 
composed  and  published  the  songs  for  its  work ;  had  its 
printing  done,  and  left  no  effort  untried  for  its  advancement. 
Wherever  the  Order  is  known  the  name  of  Miss  Hall  will  be 
held  sacred  by  its  women. 

“  The  refining  influence  of  the  Grange  is  due  to  the  wise 
counsels  and  gentle  teachings  of  its  women  ;  for  the  blessing 
of  the  Great  Master  rests  upon  the  loving  missions  of  her 
maids  and  matrons,  who  so  deftly  glean  the  fields  of  mercy, 
constantly  aiming  to  do  good  ;  their  fair  hands  have  scattered 
roses  of  everlasting  love  in  the  path  of  many  a  weary  wan¬ 
derer. 

“  Our  anniversary  has  brought  to  us  so  much  of  pleasure, 
gratitude  for  the  work  of  the  past,  pride  in  its  present  and 
hope  for  its  future. 

“  Patrons,  your  work  is  before  you  ;  shrink  from  no  effort 
which  will  advance  the  prosperity  of  the  Order  in  which  our 
hope  for  the  future  is  centered. 

“  Be  not  deceived  by  the  sophistry  of  the  politician,  and  let 
no  other  creed,  no  matter  how  alluring  its  prospects  may  be, 
tempt  you  to  swerve  from  your  allegiance  to  the  only  organiza¬ 
tion  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the  farmer  and  his  family.  Your 
fidelity  is  above  suspicion  ;  persevere  until  the  mountain  top  of 
success  shall  be  attained. 

“  Four  hundred  years  of  American  history  has  been  written  ; 
our  golden  opportunity  is  to  improve  by  the  errors  of  its  past 
and  make  its  future  brighter,  nobler  and  grander  than  its 
present. 


OTHER  TRIBUTES. 

W.  C.  Gifford,  Worthy  Master  of  the  New  York  State  Grange, 
delivered  a  carefully  prepared  address,  reviewing  the  early 
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work  of  the  Grange,  its  achievements  and  its  future  prospects. 
He  also  offered  words  of  congratulation  to  Bro.  U.  E.  Dodge, 
now  past  the  limit  of  three  score  years  and  ten,  and  who  had 
the  honor  of  being  the  first  Master  of  the  first  Subordinate 
Grange. 

ADDRESS  OF  FIRST  MASTER  U.  E.  DODGE. 

“Mr.  President ,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

Brothers  and  Sisters  of  the  Grange  : 

“  It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  respond  to  the  kind  encourag¬ 
ing  words  of  the  Worthy  Master  of  the  State  Grange.  You 
will  readily  see  that  I  am  past  the  three  score  and  ten  mark. 
Thoughts  do  not  flow  as  readily  as  in  the  vigor  of  manhood, 
consequently  I  have  reduced  a  few  to  writing,  which  I  will 
present.  There  are  times  in  the  life  of  every  one  that  stand 
out  with  such  prominence  and  make  such  indelible  impressions 
upon  the  mind  that  the  cycles  of  time  have  not  the  power  to 
remove,  and  their  imprint  upon  the  brain  is  as  permanent  and' 
enduring  as  life  itself.  This  is  an  occasion  of  great  pleasure 
to  me.  When  I  realize  that  a  quarter  of  a  century  has  passed 
since  the  organization  of  Fredonia  Grange,  No.  I,  and  that  we 
are  here  to-day  to  celebrate  its  twenty-fifth  annual  birthday; 
when  I  meet  these  veterans  of  the  Order  who  have  fought  the 
battles  of  the  Grange  for  the  principles  of  right  and  justice 
and  equality  all  these  long  years ;  when  I  look  back  and  note 
the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  Grange,  can  you  blame  me 
if  I  manifest  some  degree  of  interest  in  the  doings  of  this  hour  ? 

“Twenty-five  years  ago,  in  the  course  of  human  events  and 
uncontrollable  circumstances,  I  was  called  to  the  chair  of  the 
first  Subordinate  Grange  of  the  Great  Empire  State  of  New 
York,  and  for  aught  I  know,  of  the  world.  Without  even  a 
rudimentary  knowledge  of  its  principles,  its  objects,  and  its 
teachings,  I  was  chosen  to  preside  over  the  deliberations  of  a 
body  whose  destiny  was  shrouded  in  the  dark  and  misty  future — 
a  destiny  which  no  one  could  foretell  and  a  problem  that  nothing 
but  long  and  weary  years  of  incessant  toil  could  solve.  How 
changed  the  scene  to-day! 

“  I  well  remember  that  dark  and  windy  night,  although  a 
quarter  of  a  century  has  passed  with  all  its  cares,  its  turmoils, 
its  successes  and  its  failures,  when  a  few  of  the  friends  of 
agriculture,  aided  by  our  veteran  brother,  O.  H.  Kelley,  who 
is  here  to-night,  assembled  in  Armory  Hall  and  clasped  hands 
in  fraternal  friendship  and  proclaimed  to  the  world  inseparable 
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fidelity,  and  resolved  that  the  farmer  had  rights  to  be  respected  ; 
that  something  must  be  done  to  advance  the  pursuits  of  agri¬ 
culture  and  secure  a  higher  plane  of  social  intercourse  for  the 
farmer  and  his  wife.  We  there  organized  the  first  subordi¬ 
nate  Grange  and  erected  the  first  pillar  under  the  great 
national  structure  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.  We  are  now 
assembled  to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  annual  return  of  that 
event,  to  make  ourselves  happy  and  rejoice  in  honor  of  that 
time,  to  mingle  together  in  one  great  fraternal  brotherhood, 
to  greet  each  other  with  a  friendly  clasp  of  hands,  and  bind 
ourselves  together  in  stronger  bonds  of  fraternity. 

“The  Grange  is  an  organization  whose  motto  is  Progress, 
whose  watchword  is  Advancement.  When  we  trace  its  his¬ 
tory  for  the  past  25  years  can  we  say  it  has  not  fulfilled  its 
promise?  The  Grange  has  done  more  for  the  farmer,  more 
to  cement  and  bind  together  the  interests  of  agriculture ;  more 
to  advance  social  intercourse  and  practical  education;  more 
to  advance  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of  its  members  than 
any  other  farmer’s  organization,  and  is  it  not  fitting  that  we, 
as  members  of  this  great  brotherhood,  should  make  merry 
and  rejoice  upon  this  occasion? 

“Let  us  for  a  moment  look  over  the  achievements  of  our 
Order.  From  comparative  isolation  the  farmer,  through  the 
Grange,  is  brought  into  constant  contact  with  his  fellow 
farmer,  and  its  deliberations  and  discussions  impart  much 
knowledge  that  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other  school. 
Bound  together  by  the  social  ties  of  fraternity,  the  Grange 
mutually  resolves  for  the  good  of  its  members,  for  happy  and 
prosperous  homes,  for  a  higher  education  and  for  equal  rights 
for  all  regardless  of  sex.  The  Grange  has  dared  to  knock  at 
the  doors  of  our  legislative  halls  and  demand  that  its  rights 
be  respected  by  the  law  makers  of  the  land.  The  Grange 
with  an  iron  hand  grasps  ignorance  and  superstition  by  the 
throat  and  demands  a  halt,  and  instead  presents  knowledge, 
progress  and  advancement.  With  increased  social  and  edu¬ 
cational  enjoyments  the  Grange  sows  broadcast  the  seeds  of 
knowledge  and  prosperity.  You  have  only  to  put  your 
shoulder  to  the  wheel,  and  with  a  willing  and  steady  hand 
help  guide  the  fraternal  car  to  the  brighter  fields  of  advance¬ 
ment. 

“When  I  note  the  growth  of  the  Grange  from  its  birth 
to  the  present  hour,  when  I  enumerate  the  thousands  of 
Granges  in  valley  and  on  hilltop,  and  realize  that  this  beauti¬ 
ful  village,  the  home  of  my  childhood,  the  pride  of  my  man- 
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hood  and  the  resting  place  of  my  declining'year^,  is  Its  birth¬ 
place,  and  that  I  was  one  of  that  original  band,  can  yo\ 4  censure 
me  if  I  should  exhibit  some  enthusiasm  and-  manifest  some 
thankfulness  that  I  am  spared  to  celebrate  this  2^h  anniver¬ 
sary  of  the  first  born  Grange,  to  again  shake  the  friendly  hand 
of  these  venerable  organizers  of  our  grand  Order?  Time  in 
its  onward  march  has  called  many  of  the  early  veterans  of 
the  Order  to  their  long  home,  and  their  forms  lie  silent  beneath 
the  sods  of  the  valley,  yet  their  principles  and  teachings  are 
lights  upon  the  altar  of  the  Grange,  and  their  memory  warms 
the  heart  of  every  true  Patron. 

“  I  thank  God  that  although  my  form  may  be  somewhat 
palsied  with  age,  my  locks  silvered  with  the  frosts  of  many 
winters,  and  my  cheeks  furrowed  by  the  unmistakable  finger 
of  time,  I  am  spared  to  meet  with  you  to  celebrate  the  25th 
birthday  of  old  No.  1,  and  I  assure  you  it  is  a  day  of  great 
rejoicing.  Its  memories  and  its  pleasures  reach  down  into 
the  deep  recesses  of  my  heart  and  vibrate  every  social  chord 
within  my  bosom.  I  am  aware  that  in  a  little  while  longer  I 
too  must  pass  over  that  silent  river  ;  that  I  too  must  give  the 
password  to  the  Great  Grange  beyond  and  do  my  Master’s 
bidding  in  fields  beyond  the  sight  of  human  vision;  but  such 
is  nature  and  the  inevitable  result  of  human  existence.  This 
should  not  sadden  our  hearts  or  obscure  our  social  horizon. 
We  are  here  to-day  to  commemorate  one  of  the  great  events 
of  modern  times,  to  congratulate  ourselves  upon  the  achieve¬ 
ments  of  our  Order,  to  rejoice  together  as  earnest  workers  in 
the  cause  of  human  progress.  We  are  here  to  discuss  the  im¬ 
portant  problems  of  the  age  that  affect  us  as  citizens,  to  look 
over  and  recommend  those  things  that  will  result  in  the 
greatest  good  to  the  Order,  and  in  our  sessions  I  hope  to  see 
a  free  and  general  discussion  upon  the  various  topics  pre¬ 
sented.  Let  this  25th  annual  birthday  of  the  Fredonia 
Grange,  the  executive  session  of  the  State  Grange,  and  the 
meeting  of  Chautauqua  County  Pomona  Grange  make  a 
record  that  will  go  upon  the  pages  of  history  in  golden 
characters  that  future  generations  will  quote  as  one  of  the 
brightest  pages  in  Grange  history. 

“  In  conclusion,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Worthy  State  Master, 
in  behalf  of  Fredonia  and  Pomona  Grange,  permit  me  to  sin¬ 
cerely  thank  you  for  the  hearty  and  earnest  congratulations 
extended  towards  us,  and  I  assure  you  that  they  are  appre¬ 
ciated  by  every  member.  Again  I  thank  you.” 


« 
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_  „  ,  rAN  ORIGINAL  POEM. 

\  Sister  Carrie  E.  Twing  delivered  an  address  full  of  beautb 
ful  thoughts  a'nd  sentiments,  and  also  presented  an  original 
poem,  a  portion  of  which  is  here  given  : 

t‘  “  Swing  inward,  Oh  gates  of  the  future, 

<  Swing  outward,  ye  doors  of  the  past,” 

For  the  day  is  with  memory  freighted  ; 

With  the  thoughts  that  ever  will  last, 
just  twenty-five  years  with  their  lessons, 

Have  passed  since  that  bright  April  morn, 

When  here  in  our  well-loved  Fredonia, 

The  Grange  of  Chautauqua  was  born. 
****** 

The  names  of  great  men  are  oft  carved  upon  stone, 

Their  deeds  have  a  place  in  life’s  songs, 

But  the  name  of  our  Kelley  forever  shall  stand 
As  first  in  the  conflict  to  right  farmers*  wrongs. 

His  name  in  the  household  a  watchword  shall  be, 

As  well  as  the  brothers  who  willingly  brought 
From  their  lessons  in  life  their  brotherly  aid, 

To  bring  to  the  world  our  Grange  thought. 

No  plan  was  perfected  that  brought  to  the  front 
Aught  but  men  to  respond  to  the  call, 

’Till  a  woman  arose,  for  her  sisters  to  plead, 

And  that  woman  was  Caroline  Hall. 

Side  by  side  let  us  stand  as  we  work  side  by  side ; 

Let  us  share  your  success  or  your  loss, 

Let  us  be  in  one  place  the  equal  of  man, 

And  help  bear  the  crown  or  the  cross. 

Was  ever  thought  dropped  that  brought  out  such  results? 

For  now  from  one  sea  to  the  other 
Our  Granges  are  dotted  all  over  the  land, 

And  sister  stands  equal  with  brother. 

She  may  handle  the  “  gavel,”  or  by  chance  “  oversee ;  ” 

May  lecture  or  stand  at  the  gate ; 

She  can  cast  in  one  vote  without  stuffing  the  box, 

And  assist  at  the  candidate’s  fate. 

And  to  night  while  in  memory’s  portal 
The  pictures  of  “Founders”  have  place, 

We  will  add  that  in  far-famed  Chautauqua 
Dodge  and  others  soon  joined  in  the  race; 

’Till  Subordinate  Granges,  like  flowers 
That  in  spring-time  dot  hillside  and  plain, 

Blossomed  out  with  their  manifold  blessings, 

Giving  hope  to  the  farmer  again. 

■“  Swing  inward,  oh  gates  of  the  future, 

Swing  outward,  ye  doors  of  the  past,” 

For  surely  a  host  of  the  people 
Are  waking  from  slumber  at  last. 

They  see  the  first  rays  of  the  morning, 

In  which  labor  shall  not  be  betrayed, 

And  the  Patrons  may  lay  down  their  burdens, 

And  rule  in  a  realm  they  have  made. 
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THE  SECRETARY  OF  NEW  YORK  STATE  GRANGE. 

H.  H.  Goff,  Secretary  of  the  New  York  State  Grange,  spoke 
as  follows : 

“ Patrons  and  Friends :  It  is  a  great  pleasure  to  be  here  to 
join  in  congratulations  which  befit  this  jubilant  occasion.  As 
on  occasions  of  rejoicing  friends  gather  around  the  family 
hearth-stone  with  joyous  greetings  and  hearty  good  wishes, 
so  the  fraternity  of  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  gather  about 
the  hearth-stone  of  Fredonia  Grange,  bringing  offerings  of 
glad  congratulations  and  good  fellowship. 

“  All  present  feel  a  thrill  of  real  delight  that  this  houi 
measures  twenty-five  years  of  an  organization  that  has  wrought 
a  glorious  reform  for  the  farmer,  educating,  cultivating  and 
broadening  his  manhood  and  manliness,  and  that  we  have 
with  us  at  this  time  the  founder  and  the  persevering  organizer 
to  greet  with  plaudits  of  praise  and  grateful  esteem.  Not 
only  the  membership  of  the  Order  have  come  here  to  greet 
Bro.  Kelley,  and  clasp  his  hand  in  fraternal  love,  but  the 
New  York  State  Grange  have  officially  convened  here  to  do 
honor  to  his  great  services  and  efforts  in  the  cause  of  the 
tillers  of  the  soil,  and  their  elevation  and  happiness. 

“The  Grange  stands  for  fraternity  that  oversteps  the  bounds 
of  kinship  and  reaches  out  and  embraces  the  great  family  of 
producers  that  feed  and  clothe  the  Nations.  A  common  busi¬ 
ness,  a  common  interest,  and  a  common  sympathy  and  senti¬ 
ment,  cement  them  in  bonds  of  good  fellowship  and  goodwill. 

“The  Grange  stands  for  education:  that  education  and 
practical  good  common  sense  that  leads  to  thought  and  investi¬ 
gation,  that  elevates  and  gives  self  reliance,  inculcates  lessons 
of  practical,  every-day  life  and  living,  encourages  industry, 
prudence,  temperance  and  cheerfulness,  teaching  its  members 
to  not  only  be  better  farmers  but  better  neighbors,  friends  and 
citizens.  The  Grange  has  liberalized  and  broadened  the 
farmer’s  world,  giving  him  higher  ideas  of  his  calling,  fuller 
ideas  of  the  business  affairs  of  the  town,  county  and  State, 
and  under  its  teachings  farmers  have  become  men  of  affairs, 
comprehending  that  economical,  practical,  successful  business 
depends  largely  upon  wise  business-like  management,  and  that 
the  farmer  of  to-day  is  the  man  of  quick  and  clear  discernment, 
and  an  intelligent,  vigilant  pushing  manager,  rather  than  a 
plodding  worker.  Fredonia  is  greatly  and  justly  honored  by 
this  meeting. 
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“  It  would  be  interesting  to  be  able  to  trace  the  influences 
that  led  Bro.  Kelley  here  to  establish  his  first  Grange.  Was 
it  providential,  or  did  Bro.  Kelley  know  this  people — know 
their  liberal  ideas,  their  thrift,  their  intelligence  and  enterprize  ? 
Had  he  been  told  that  years  before  the  first  successful  and 
famous  Academy  of  Western  New  York  was  located  here,  and 
that  hundreds  of  the  citizens  in  the  year  1868  had  received 
their  higher  education  at  this  eminent  school  ?  Or  had  Bro. 
Kelley  been  told  of  the  wondrous  gas  well,  the  first  ever 
utilized  for  illuminating  purposes,  and  that  the  grand  old  patriot 
Lafayette  came  a  long  way  to  behold  the  light,  and  in  amaze¬ 
ment  exclaimed,  ‘As  cheap  and  better  than  the  light  of  the 
sun,  for  you  can  control  it  at  will !’  and  Humboldt  pronounced 
it  the  eighth  wonder  of  the  world  ?  Whatever  were  the  in¬ 
fluences  that  brought  Bro.  Kelley  here  to  found  Fredonia 
Grange,  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to  him  and  to  the 
good  people  of  Fredonia  Grange  that  he  came  here,  and  that 
they  could  and  would  hold  fast  to  the  noble  principles  of  the 
Grange  and  illustrate  them  so  truly  and  faithfully,  and  give  us 
this  pleasing  opportunity  to  put  our  fraternal  arms  of  good 
fellowship  about  them  and  j oin  with  them  in  this  joyous  j  ubilee. 


GOOD  WORDS  AND  GOOD  VERSE. 

J.  D.  F.  Woolston,  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  New  York  State  Grange,  made  an  excellent  address.  After 
an  amusing  story  told  for  the  benefit  of  Mrs.  B.  B.  Lord,  who 
had  insisted  upon  his  speaking,  he  said : 

“  I  will  take  for  my  text  Matt.  13  chap.,  31st  and  32d  verses, 
the  parable  of  the  mustard  seed  that  the  husbandman  sowed 
in  the  ground,  which  brought  forth  a  very  small,  tender  plant ; 
but  it  grew  and  grew  and  continued  to  grow  until  it  became  a 
great  tree,  and  the  birds  of  the  air  came  and  lodged  in  the 
branches  thereof  and  sang  their  sweet  songs.  So  our  worthy 
Bro.  Kelley  came  here  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  and  planted 
this  one  little  mustard  seed  of  a  Grange,  which  has  grown 
and  grown  and  grown  until  it  has  become  a  great,  large,  mag¬ 
nificent  tree,  whose  branches  extend  to  or  nearly  over  every 
State  and  Territory  in  our  beloved  country.  And  what  a 
marvelous  and  unprecedented  growth  for  only  twentv-five 
years,  and  how  have  such  wonderful  results  been  accomplished  ? 
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Not  by  the  folding  of  the  hands  and  idly  waiting,  I  can  assure 
you,  but  by  earnest,  persistent,  faithful  work  of  these  people 
before  me,  the  solid,  honest  yeomanry  of  the  soil,  and  their 
brave  and  faithful  wives;  and,  while  our  worthy  Bro.  Kelley 
planted  the  little  seed,  and  I  wish  on  behalf  of  the  New  York 
State  Grange  to  heartily  thank  him  for  so  doing,  I  wish  as 
heartily  to  thank  you,  the  earnest,  faithful  workers  who  have 
accomplished  such  grand  results ;  also  I  would  not  forget  the 
great  Master  of  the  Universe,  who  has  so  signally  blessed  us, 
and  crowned  our  efforts  with  such  marvelous  success.  And 
while  we  are  having  such  a  pleasant  and,  I  hope,  a  profitable 
meeting,  such  a  feast  of  reason  and  flow  of  soul,  let  us  remem¬ 
ber  that  when  we  go  to  our  homes  that  there  is  still  a  great 
Work  for  each  and  every  one  of  us  to  do,  and  not,  like  Alex¬ 
ander,  sit  down  and  weep  because  there  are  no  more  worlds 
to  conquer,  but  with  our  united,  determined,  faithful  work 
we  can  accomplish  astounding  results. 

“  Do  not  think  because  you  cannot  accomplish  wonderful 
things  that  there  is  nothing  for  you  to  do,  for  there  is  a  work 
for  each  and  every  one  of  us,  and  I  wish  to  encourage  the 
timid  and  bashful  to  work  even  in  their  quiet  way,  remember¬ 
ing  this :  ‘  That  there  is  no  excellence  without  great  labor.’ 

“  *  If  you  cannot  on  the  ocean  sail  among  the  swiftest  fleet, 

Rocking  on  the  highest  billows,  laughing  at  the  storms  you  meet, 

You  can  stand  within  the  harbor,  safely  anchored  in  the  bay; 

You  can  lend  a  hand  to  help  them  as  they  proudly  sail  away.’ 

“  Not  very  long  since  as  I  was  passing  along  the  street  I 
saw  on  my  right  a  large  pile  of  brick ;  on  my  left  a  workman 
was  laying  the  brick,  making  a  massive  wall,  and  I  noticed 
that  he  found  a  place  for  every  brick ,  and  in  a  short  time  he 
had  every  brick  laid,  and  they  made  a  strong,  beautiful  and 
imposing  structure.  I  thought  this  was  a  good  simile  of  the 
Grange,  and  I  caught  a  little  inspiration  from  the  scene  and 
could  not  get  the  thought  out  of  my  mind  until — being  in 
the  spirit,  but  not  on  the  Isle  of  Patmos — I  wrote  a  few  lines 
regarding  it. 

A  PILE  OF  BRICK 

There’s  a  place  in  the  wall  for  every  brick, 

Whether  they  are  thin  or  whether  they  are  thick; 

Whether  they  are  round  or  true  and  square, 

Whether  they  are  rough  or  smooth  and  fair ; 

Whether  they  are  short  or  uncommonly  long, 

Whether  they  are  weak  or  mighty  and  strong ; 

Whether  they  are  large  or  are  very  small, 

Crowned  with  beauty  or  no  beauty  at  all, 

There’s  a  place  for  them  in  the  builder’s  wall. 
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Whether  they  are  hard  or  very  soft, 

There’s  room  at  the  bottom  or  up  at  the  loft ; 

Even  half  bricks  *  are  wanted  to  fill  up  a  space, 

But  the  finest  and  fairest  j-  to  lay  on  the  face, 

With  bright  red  color,  perfect  and  true, 

And  use  in  the  rear  those  of  a  paler  hue, 

All  laid  in  good  mortar  to  make  the  wall  strong, 

To  battle  for  the  right  and  resist  the  wrong. 

This  wall  is  the  Grange ;  you  and  I  are  the  brick ; 

And  no  matter  whether  we  are  thin  or  very  thick, 

Bright  red,  pale  red,  hard,  soft,  short,  long,  round  or  square, 

There  is  a  place  for  us  in  the  wall  somewhere. 

“  While  some  are  fearful  and  trembling  for  the  future  of  our 
country,  and  depict  that  a  direful  calamity  is  soon  to  come 
upon  us,  I  take  an  entirely  different  and  hopeful  view,  and 
have  faith  that  there  is  a  grand  future  before  us,  if  we  but  im¬ 
prove  our  present  opportunities ,  and  we  should  ever  bear  this  in 
mind  :  that  ‘  Eternal  vigilance  is  the  price  of  liberty/  And 
why  am  I  so  hopeful  of  the  future  ?  First,  permit  me  to  say 
that  I  have  strong  faith  in  the  great  and  good  Master  of  the 
Universe,  who  somehow  shapes  our  destinies,  rough  hew  them 
as  we  may;  secondly,  the  Grange  is  an  educator  of  the  people, 
and  when  you  educate  a  person  you  make  them  strong  and 
self-reliant,  and  are  able  to  cope  with  any  difficulty  that  may 
arise.  The  decree  went  forth  long  ages  ago,  ‘  With  all  thy  get- 
ting  get  wisdom,  for  in  her  right  hand  are  length  of  days,  and 
in  her  left  riches  and  honor.’  Again,  the  matrons  of  our  coun¬ 
try  are  working  with  a  zeal  and  zest  for  the  Grange  and  other 
good  causes  that  must  inevitably  accomplish  grand  results. 
Yes,  let  me  say  that  some  of  the  most  important  and  beneficial 
achievements  that  have  ever  occurred  in  the  history  of  the 
world  are  where  there  was  a  woman  and  her  blessed  influence 
back  of  it  (and,  sister,  Lord,  I  won’t  say  a  word  about  the 
garden  of  Eden),  but  when  Moses  led  the  Children  of  Israel 
from  Egyptian  bondage  and  darkness  to  the  promised  land, 
there  stood  King  Pharaoh’s  daughter  by  the  side  of  his  little 
ark  in  the  rushes.  When  Columbus  was  desirous  of  starting 
out  to  discover  a  new  world,  there  was  Queen  Isabella  back  of 
him,  who  parted  with  her  jewelry  in  order  to  obtain  sufficient 
funds  to  send  him  on  his  mission  ;  and  when  our  worthy  Bro. 
Kelley  (one  of  the  seven  immortal)  founded  the  Order  of  the 
Patrons  of  Husbandry  to  lead  us  up  out  of  the  dark  valley  of 
ignorance  on  to  the  mountain  top  of  sunlight  and  intelligence, 
there  was  Sister  Carrie  E.  Hall,  assisting,  counseling  and  en- 
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couraging  him  in  his  grand  and  noble  work,  which  has  been 
such  a  blessing  to  the  farmers  and  their  families  of  our  country. 

“Worthy  Master,  in  conclusion  let  me  say,  that  I  am  not 
a  prophet  or  the  son  of  a  prophet;  but  as  I  look  down  through 
the  vista  of  the  coming  years  I  see  in  my  imagination,  and 
cherish  the  hope  that  it  may  prove  real,  that  from  the  surg¬ 
ing  billows  of  the  wild  Atlantic  to  the  Golden  Gate  on  the 
calm  Pacific,  from  the  ice  bound  regions  of  the  North  to  the 
bright  sunny  fields  of  the  South,  whose  shores  are  kissed 
by  the  warm  waves  of  the  Gulf  within  this  radius,  I  see  a 
million  picturesque  cottages  with  well  kept  lawns,  adorned 
with  beautiful  fragrant  flowers  interspersed  with  trees  and 
vines  laden  with  luscious  fruit,  surrounded  with  contented 
flocks  and  herds  and  waving  fields  of  golden  grain,  and  from 
each  housetop  there  is  floating  in  the  breeze  a  silken  banner, 
upon  which  is  inscribed  in  letters  of  gold,  these  beautiful , 
grand,  sublime  mottoes  of  our  Order:  Faith  in  God;  bright 
hopes  for  the  future;  charity  for  all  mankind;  fidelity  forever; 
and  within  those  cottages  there  sits  the  father,  mother  and 
children,  with  faces  all  aglow  with  intelligence,  refinement  and 
happiness ;  and  there  shall  go  forth  from  those  homes  many 
millions  of  bright,  strong,  stalwart  young  men  and  maidens, 
well  skilled  and  disciplined  to  meet  and  overcome  the  difficul¬ 
ties  they  may  encounter;  and  that  this  fair  land  of  ours  may 
raise  up  a  people  whose  righteousness  exalteth  a  nation  and 
the  grand  mission  of  the  Grange  be  accomplished.  But  in 
order  to  obtain  this  most  desirable  result  we  must  do  earnest 
work  and  ne’er  abate,  and  thus  preserve  our  country’s  ship  of 
State — 

‘  Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hopes  of  future  years, 

Is  hanging  dependent  on  thy  fate. 

We  know  what  Masters  laid  thy  keel, 

What  workmen  wrought  thy  ribs  of  steel, 

Who  made  each  mast  and  sail  and  rope, 

What  anvil  rang,  what  hammers  beat, 

In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 
Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope. 

*  Fear  not  each  sudden  sound  and  shock, 

’Tis  of  the  wave  and  not  the  rock; 

’Tis  but  the  flapping  of  the  sail, 

And  not  a  rent  made  by  the  gale. 

In  spite  of  rock  and  tempest’s  roar, 

In  spite  of  false  lights  on  the  shore, 

Sail  on  nor  fear  to  breast  the  sea, 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes  are  all  with  thee. 

Our  hearts,  our  hopes,  our  prayers,  our  tears, 

Our  faith  triumphant  o’er  our  fears, 

Are  all  with  thee,  are  all  with  thee. 


28 


MORE  GOOD  WORDS. 

Bros.  Cook  and  Barlow,  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
New  York  State  Grange,  also  made  excellent  and  appropriate 
addresses.  Bro.  Barlow  alluded  to  the  educational  work  of 
the  Order  and  of  the  system  of  Grange  readings  adopted  by 
the  New  York  State  Grange  at  its  last  session,  and  also  said: 
“  We  have  the  farmer  outside  and  inside  the  Grange. 
Socially  we  all  know  that  we  are  more  to  each  other  and  to 
ourselves  for  being  Patrons.  The  Great  Master  said,  ‘  Go 
preach  !  ’  Financially,  we  know  better  when,  where  and  how 
to  buy;  when,  where  and  how  to  sell.  ‘  Go  preach  !  ’  Po¬ 
litically,  we  are  more  intelligent  Republicans  and  Democrats 
for  being  members  of  the  Order.  1  Go  preach  !  ’  Education¬ 
ally,  you  know  you  are  lifted  to  a  higher  plane  along  a  mul¬ 
titude  of  lines.  ‘  Go  preach.’  In  the  Empire  State  there  are 
340,000  farmers,  40,000  only  in  the  Grange.  'Go preach!'" 

Bro.  Elisha  Cook  spoke  as  follows  : 

“  Worthy  Master ,  Sisters  and  Brothers  of  Fredonia : 

“  It  is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  me  to  meet  you  here 
to-day.  Around  this  spot — the  name  Fredonia,  the  birth¬ 
place  of  the  Subordinate  Grange — for  years  there  has  been  to 
me  a  spirit  of  enchantment. 

“  When  young  in  the  Order,  at  the  annual  session  of  the 
State  Grange  at  Auburn,  in  my  own  county,  we  met  Bro. 
G.  D.  Hinckley  and  learned  that  he  was  not  only  the  first 
State  Master,  but  also  a  representative  of  the  first  Grange. 
A  spirit  of  inquiry  naturally  arose  to  know  what  there  was  at 
Fredonia  to  merit  so  great  a  distinction.  In  these  crowded 
benches  and  these  eager,  enthusiastic  faces,  and  the  cordial 
welcome  universally  accorded  we  find  our  answer. 

“  Doubly  impressed  upon  the  tablet  of  memory  will  this 
meeting  be  because  of  the  presence  of  the  enthusiastic  founder, 
who,  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago,  at  this  place,  began  the  work 
of  organization  among  a  class  of  people  who  till  then  knew 
nothing  of  organized  effort  for  their  own  good. 

“  In  thus  planting  a  nucleus  around  which  new  branches 
grew  and  multiplied,  Bro.  Kelley  and  his  associates  builded 
better  than  they  knew.  They  were  aware  of  the  need  of 
organization  ;  they  believed  the  intelligent  agriculturists 
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of  America  would  awaken  to  the  necessities  of  the  work  • 
but  the  extent  and  potency  which  the  Order,  as  if  by  magic 
so  suddenly  reached,  neither  Bro.  Kelley  or  any  other  man 
could  foretell.  Surely  there  was  a  spirit  of  enchantment  and 
divination  granted  by  a  kind  Providence  to  the  movement 
which  has  turned  the  Baalamistic  curses  of  other  interests 
into  showers  of  blessings. 

“  More  than  one  hundred  years  ago  a  paper  was  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  the  fathers  of  the  people.  The  first  declara¬ 
tion,  from  the  pen  of  Jefferson,  declared  ‘  that  mankind  are 
endowed  by  the  Creator  with  certain  inalienable  rights;  that 
among  these  are  Life,  Liberty  and  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness.’ 
That  every  one  is  entitled  to  Life  no  one  will  dispute.  The 
poet  Cowper  says,  ‘  I  would  not  enter  on  my  list  of  friends, 
though  graced  with  manners  and  good  sense,  yet  lacking 
sensibility,  the  man  who,  needlessly,  sets  a  foot  upon  a 
worm.’ 

“  That  Liberty  was  equally  sacred  to  the  human  family, 
the  precious  blood,  shed  by  patriot  sires  at  Bunker  Hill,  at 
Lexington  and  Yorktown,  was  a  Nation’s  testimony  in  part,  and 
was  consummated  by  the  loss  of  rivers  of  blood  and  moun¬ 
tains  of  treasure,  shed  and  squandered  from  Sumpter  to 
Appomatox. 

“  For  the  Pursuit  of  Happiness,  the  present  and  the  future 
are  yet  held  responsible. 

“  So  long  as  certain  interests  abroad  in  the  land  are  active, 
virulent  and  aggressive,  whose  avowed  object  is  the  aggrand¬ 
izement  of  the  few  at  the  expense  of  the  many,  so  long  there 
will  be  something  for  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  to  do.  So 
long  as  there  is  abroad  in  the  land  a  system  of  taxations 
without  representation,  there  is  work  for  the  sisters  of  the 
Order  to  do.  So  long  as  the  real  estate,  owned  largely  by 
the  farmer,  is  made  to  pay  nine-tenths  of  the  taxes,  while  the 
personal,  producing  more  income,  and  requiring  double  the 
expense  by  the  Government  and  the  courts  for  protection, 
escapes  nearly  all  taxations,  we  claim  there  is  emphatically 
something  for  brothers  and  sisters  of  the  Grange  alike  to  do. 
God  grant  they  may  have  the  strength  and  the  wisdom  to 
perform. 

“  I  only  notice  one  thing  to  regret  to-day:  that  there  are  so 
few  of  the  young  men  present  at  this  meeting. 

“  Our  Order  has  for  its  mission  the  building  up  perma¬ 
nently  the  welfare  of  our  people.  It  has  done  a  noble  work 
in  the  past.  It  is  doing  well  to-day,  but  the  future  depends 
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upon  our  children,  the  boys  and  girls  from  the  farm.  They 
must  come  up  pure,  true,  honorable  men  and  women,  to 
guard  the  institutions  of  our  country,  that  they  may  be  per¬ 
manent  and  enduring,  not  like  ancient  Rome,  once  the  Mis¬ 
tress  of  the  world,  through  the  venality  and  dissentions  of 
of  her  own  people,  now  the  most  degraded  nation  in 
Christendom. 

“  It  is  the  loving  atmosphere  of  House  and  Home  influ¬ 
ence  upon  the  farm  that  must  do  this.  The  training  of  cities 
with  their  vicious  associations  wont  do  it. 

“Again,  brothers  and  sisters  of  Chautauqua,  let  me  thank 
you  for  the  pleasant  entertainment  of  this  meeting,  and  I 
assure  you  there  will  ever  be  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  the 
25th  anniversary  of  Fredonia.” 


Another  beautiful  and  original  poem  was  presented  by 
Sister  Ella  Stevens  Harris. 

A  CALL  TO  SPRING. 

Where  art  thou,  tardy  Spring  ? 

E’en  while  my  song  I  sing 

Thou  should’st  be  with  us. 

O,  could’st  thou  only  see 
What  welcome  waiteth  thee, 

In  field  and  forest ! 

Art,  held  by  winter  fast, 

And  hast  not  power  to  cast 
Off  his  rude  shackles  ? 

Too  long  has  been  his  reign, 

Summon  thy  fairy  train, 

Charge  him  to  loose  thee. 

Come  to  thy  woodland  bower, 

Green  grass  and  op’ning  flower 
Will  spring  to  greet  thee. 

Red-vested  troubadour 
Hath  left  a  sunny  shore 

That  he  may  cheer  thee. 

Blue-coated  minstrelsy 
Waiteth  impatiently 

For  thy  glad  coming. 

Sweet  are  the  songs  they  sing, 

As  on  impatient  wing 
Gaily  they  flutter. 
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Sweet — That  a  lover’s  notes 
May  burst  from  feathered  throats. 

Is  there  a  doubter? 

Did  ever  regal  ear, 

In  ancient  ages  hear 
Music  diviner  ? 

Unto  each  human  life, 

With  all  its  joy  and  strife, 

Come,  with  renewing. 

Breathe  o’er  each  new-made  grave, 

Till  the  green  grasses  wave, 

Like  victory’s  banner. 

Come  with  thy  healing  balm 
To  the  sick  chamber,  calm, 

All  who  are  restless. 

Breathe  o’er  each  buried  hope 
Till  some  bright  flower  shall  ope 
With  its  peace  message. 

Unto  each  gladsome  heart 
Come,  and  thy  store  impart 
Of  joy  and  beauty. 

Lovers  are  walking  near, 

Hast  thou  no  wish  to  hear 
What  they  are  saying  ? 

If  magic  be  thine  art, 

Unto  such  lives  impart 

Strength  to  be  faithful. 

Plead  with  the  tempted  heart, 

That  as  the  green  blades  start 
From  the  dry  grasses, 

So  from  sin’s  death  and  gloom 
New  life  may  rise  and  bloom, 

And  that  forever. 

Nobler  than  warrior’s  claim 
Is  the  undying  fame 

Of  souls  victorious. 

Ella  Stevens  H  a  k  r  i 


THE  NATIONAL  GRANGE  AND  CAROLINE  A.  HALL. 

Sister  E.  C.  Gifford,  in  a  pleasant  way,  told  of  wo  n  m 
work  in  the  Grange,  and  of  the  action  of  the  National  Grange 
at  its  last  session  regarding  Sister  Caroline  A.  Hall,  which 
was  as  follows : 
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Bro.  S.  L.  Wilson,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  followingj 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Worthy  Secretary  be  and  he  is  hereby 
instructed  to  inform  Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall  that  the  National 
Grange  recognizes  her  as  equal  to  a  Founder  of  the  Order  of 
the  Patrons  of  Husbandry.” 

******* 

Bro.  W.  C.  Gifford,  of  New  York,  offered  the  following^ 
which  was  unanimously  adopted  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Grange,  consisting  of  two  sisters  and  one  brother,  be 
appointed  to  prepare  and  submit  a  proper  testimonial  of  the 
appreciation  of  all  Patrons  of  Husbandry  of  the  services  of 
Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall  in  the  organization  of  our  noble  Order, 
and  to  have  the  same  suitably  engrossed  and  presented  to  our 
beloved  Sister.” 

******* 

Sister  Eliza  C.  Gifford,  Chairman,  reported  the  following 
from  the  Special  Committee  appointed  to  send  greetings  to 
Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall,  and  it  was  unanimously  adopted : 

“The  National  Grange ,  P.  of  H., 

“  To  Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall,  Greeting  : 

“Dear  Sister :  In  recognition  of  your  invaluable  services  in 
the  early  work  of  the  Grange,  by  rendering  important  aid  in 
the  preparation  of  the  Ritual ;  and  more  especially  in  bring¬ 
ing  the  women  of  the  farm  into  the  Order  upon  terms  of 
perfect  equality,  endowing  them  with  the  same  rights  and 
privileges  as  the  other  sex,  the  26th  Annual  Session,  as¬ 
sembled  at  Concord,  N.  H.,  has  unanimously  adopted  the 
following  resolution  : 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Worthy  Secretary  be,  and  is  hereby, 
instructed  to  inform  Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall,  that  the  National 
Grange  recognizes  her  as  equal  to  a  Founder  of  the  Order. 

“  Mrs.  Eliza  C.  Gifford, 

“  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Page, 

‘‘James  Draper, 

“ Concord ,  Nov.  22,  1892.  “ Committee .” 

“  Worthy  Master : 

“  Your  committee  would  recommend  that  this  greeting  and 
resolution  be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  Worthy  Secretary, 
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with  request  that  it  be  handsomely  engrossed  and  framed  at 
the  expense  of  the  National  Grange,  and  forwarded  as  soon 
as  practicable  to  Sister  Carrie  A.  Hall. 

“  Mrs.  E.  C.  Gifford, 

“  Mrs.  Mary  E.  Page, 

“  James  Draper, 

“Committee” 


REPORT  ON  EDUCATION. 

As  a  part  of  the  regular  Pomona  exercises  appropriate  for 
the  occasion  the  following  able  paper  was  read  by  Miss  Mary 
J.  P.  Hewes  : 

“The  subject  of  education  is  of  vast  importance,  underlying 
as  it  does  our  prosperity  and  advancement.  In  fact,  it  is  the 
great  motive  power  which  drives  the  wheel  of  progress  in  art, 
science  and  invention,  and  all  things  which  make  a  people 
great.  Then  how  necessary  that  the  foundation  be  laid  both 
broad  and  deep,  that  the  structure  may  rise  symmetrical,, 
clothed  in  perfect  form.  Our  power  of  observation  should  be 
more  highly  developed,  that  we  may  take  in  at  a  glance  the 
form,  size  and  color  and  have  them  reflected  on  the  brain,  that 
we,  having  eyes,  may  see  the  children  of  the  present  day  are 
being  much  more  highly  developed  in  this  respect  than  we 
who  are  older  grown.  The  child’s  education  should  be  thor¬ 
ough — each  step  in  the  progress  of  the  pupil  should  be  com¬ 
plete  in  itself,  and,  no  matter  how  high  we  scale  the  ladder  of 
study,  each  round  should  be  a  higher  development  into  itself. 
Fewer  studies,  and  those  better  adapted  to  the  needs  of  the 
masses,  are  far  better  than  a  general  smattering  of  everything 
and  a  real  knowledge  of  nothing.  A  knowledge  that  falls 
short  of  application  is  productive  of  little  good.  The  farmer 
who  is  to  make  a  success  of  his  calling  must  drink  deeply  at 
the  fountain  of  knowledge;  old  methods  must  give  way  to 
new ;  he  must  be  able  to  analyze  his  soil  and  know  the  ele¬ 
ments  that  are  lacking,  and  be  able  to  supply  them  for  his 
growingcrops  ;  he  must  guard  and  fortify  his  fruit  against  the 
ravages  of  insect  pests  ;  he  must  feed  and  care  for  his  growing 
crops  that  their  health  and  endurance  may  ward  off  many  an 
attack  that  might  prove  fatal  to  a  weakened  constitution.  His 
cows  must  be  fed  with  perfect  rations  for  milk  or  butter ;  his 
horses  for  speed  and  endurance ;  his  sheep  and  swine  for  quick 
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development.  As  our  farmers  labor  in  their  fields,  let  them 
feel  that  the  Divine  hand  gives  them  more  sunshine  and  more 
knowledge  of  the  workings  of  the  great  Master  mind  than  all 
the  other  occupations  combined.  They  are  His  chosen  chil¬ 
dren,  as  they  make  use  of  the  many  lessons  which  nature  un¬ 
folds  to  them ;  her  treasures  are  unlocked  to  them  as  to  no 
other  people.  Opportunities  and  responsibilities  are  given  to 
develop  our  latent  powers,  to  bring  out  our  best  thoughts  and 
kindle  within  us  a  thirst  for  higher  growth  and  culture.  We 
wish  all  could  realize  the  importance  of  a  higher  development 
of  character,  a  purity  and  nobleness  of  deed  and  purpose,  a 
striving  after  loftiness  of  endeavor  and  higher  achievement. 

“  We  deplore  the  laxness  in  morality  and  the  great  curse 
intemperance  which  saps  the  life  and  happiness  from  many  a 
home,  brings  want  and  rags,  and  famine  and  disgrace.  But 
in  no  place  can  so  much  be  done  to  strengthen  the  weak,  to 
lift  up  the  fallen,  to  bind  up  the  broken  hearts  as  in  the  Grange, 
our  own  beautiful  Order,  teaching  us  ever  those  lessons  of 
hope,  of  faith  and  charity.  Let  us  build  temples  to  Ceres, 
temples  to  our  noble  Order,  but  let  them  be  in  the  form  of 
school-houses,  colleges  and  universities,  where  the  scintillating 
rays  of  the  genius  of  our  bright  boys  and  girls  may  traverse 
unknown  worlds  with  telescopic  eyes  and  harness  the  light¬ 
ning  to  our  plows.  Let  us  build  a  grand,  noble,  broad,  culti¬ 
vated  man  and  womanhood,  where  real  worth  is  the  standard 
of  true  character.  The  correct  development  of  the  physical, 
mental  and  moral  forces  are  a  trinity  of  power  and  loftiest  con¬ 
ception  ;  a  splendid  unfolding  of  the  great  forces  of  the  human 
capability  which  create  magnificent  results.  Let  our  instructors 
cultivate  the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  their  pupils  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  intellectual  development,  and  we  will  have 
made  a  stride  towards  a  perfection  which  will  redound  to  the 
glory  of  man.  When  men  in  legislative  halls  assembled  sneer 
at  ‘  the  constant  preaching  of  morality  ’  and  an  earnest  desire 
to  enact  laws  for  the  upbuilding  of  higher  and  more  earnest 
ideas  of  manliness  ;  when  the  cause  of  temperance  is  berated  ; 
when  all  reform,  all  purity  and  nobleness  of  character,  all 
conscience  must  be  smothered  out  to  catch  the  vote  of  out¬ 
casts  and  the  demons  of  drink,  the  demands  of  the  hour  call 
for  serious,  thoughtful  consideration.  Surely  the  conditions 
are  deplorable  and  reform  can  only  come  through  higher  edu¬ 
cation  and  a  development  of  the  moral  forces ;  these  only  are 
our  guarantees  of  success.  Better,  far  better  if  success  should 
never  come  to  a  party  if  it  must  yield  to  lowest  methods,  if  its 
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grand  progress  and  noble  achievements,  its  martyred  Presi¬ 
dents  and  principles  of  freedom  must  be  sacrificed  to  catch 
the  vote  of  slums  and  saloons.  Let  it  rest  in  peace  till  there 
rises  from  its  ashes  of  defeat  a  grander  conception  of  a  party’s 
needs.  Woman  though  hampered  on  all  sides  must  burst  the 
bonds  that  hold  her  fast  and  march  to  victory  beside  the  best 
and  noblest  brother  minds.  Her  mission  is  to  elevate,  to  purify, 
to  build  and  place  a  crown  of  glory  upon  mankind  set  with 
the  gems  of  liberty,  equality,  justice  and  purity. 

“The  Order  has  done  so  much  for  woman,  giving  her  en¬ 
couragement  and  confidence  in  her  own  powers  and  lifting 
her  to  a  higher  appreciation  of  her  duties.  She  owes  a  debt 
of  gratitude  which  she  can  only  repay  by  proving  herself  so 
worthy  of  the  confidence  bestowed  upon  her.  With  what 
pride  and  satisfaction  must  our  brother  from  his  home  in  the 
sunny  south,  the  land  of  the  roses,  and  our  sister  in  her  far 
western  home,  contemplate  the  results  of  their  labors.  They 
builded  even  better  than  they  knew.  The  founders  of  this 
Order  will  ever  be  the  recipents  of  highest  regard,  and  all 
over  this  land  rise  paeans  of  praise  to  those  whose  efforts  and 
thoughtfulness  were  the  source  of  such  wonderful  results. 
There  has  gone  out  from  the  Order  an  elevating,  purifying 
influence  which  permeates  all  classes  and  conditions  and  rises 
like  sweet  incense  to  lift  us  higher.  No  sculptured  block  of 
marble  will  be  so  enduring  a  monument  as  the  labors  and 
untiring  zeal  of  those  who  wrought  so  much  for  the  better¬ 
ment  of  the  agricultural  element,  carrying  with  it  so  many 
lessons  of  sweet  charity,  purifying  our  lives  which  redound 
to  their  glory  and  reach  out  into  the  future  without  end.  No 
environment  can  compass  or  curtail  these  grand  results.  As. 
the  founders  of  our  Order  sail  along  life’s  fitful  river,  with 
their  sails  spread  to  catch  the  breeze,  may  the  sweet  sym¬ 
phonies  of  a  grateful  people  and  loving  deeds  go  with  them 
to  the  other  side.  They  have  added  to  the  sum  of  human 
joys,  and  every  hour  is  rich  with  love  and  every  moment 
crowned  with  loving  service  of  a  glad  fraternity.’’ 


THE  LECTURER  OF  THE  NATIONAL  GRANGE. 

On  behalf  of  Bro.  O.  H.  Kelley,  the  Lecturer  of  the  National 
Grange  presented  to  Fredonia  Grange,  No.  I,  the  first  set  oi 
staff  mountings,  spud,  pruning-hook  and  shepherd’s  crook, 


36 


ever  made.  They  were  hammered  out  on  an  anvil  by  a  black¬ 
smith  at  Elk  River  in  Minnesota.  Also  the  first  Gate-keepers 
emblem  ever  carved,  made  in  Boston.  Bro.  Kelley  also  had 
with  him  samples  of  all  the  early  circulars,  blanks,  stationery, 
&c.,  used  by  the  Order;  also  original  copy  of  ritual  for  Degree 
of  Pomona,  and  other  relics  of  interest  and  value,  which  have 
been  placed  in  the  keeping  of  the  Secretary  of  the  National 
Grange.  Bro.  Kelley  wore  during  the  meeting  the  first  regalia 
for  a  Subordinate  Grange  ever  made,  being  of  real  fawn  skin, 
a  pouch  and  sash.  This  regalia  Bro.  Kelley  used  when  he 
organized  the  first  Grange  in  several  States. 

In  his  address  the  Lecturer  of  the  National  Grange,  gave 
many  reminiscences  of  the  early  days  of  the  Grange ;  himself 
and  wife  being  charter  members  of  the  first  Grange  in  New 
Jersey — Pioneer  No.  I —  also  organized  by  Bro.  Kelley,  who 
placed  them  in  communication  with  their  nearest  neighbors, 
“  in  the  next  clearin’  ”  away  off  in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  He  spoke 
of  other  number  ones  he  had  visited. 

Eagle,  No.  I,  of  Pennsylvania,  at  one  meeting  last  month 
received  fifty  new  members. 

Honey  Creek,  No.  i,  of  Indiana,  has  the  same  sheaf  of 
grain  that  Bro.  Kelley  went  out  in  the  fields  and  cut  to  grace 
the  shrine  of  Ceres  “long  time  ago”  when  he  started  them  on 
the  road  to  fame. 

“  The  faithful  followers  of  Mahomet  by  thousands  make  their 
pilgrimage  to  Mecca ;  the  Crusaders  fought  their  way  to  the 
Holy  Sepulchre ;  Americans  look  towards  Plymouth  Rock, 
and  now  the  thoughts  of  Patrons,  everywhere,  are  turned  to 
old  Fredonia,  where  the  fire  on  the  altar  of  our  first  Subordi¬ 
nate  Grange  was  lighted. 

“  In  this  age  of  electricity  a  light  is  placed  upon  a  lofty 
mountain  that  flashes  out  over  leagues  of  land  and  sea,  touch¬ 
ing  a  hilltop,  here  and  there  a  valley.  So  the  seven  founders 
of  our  Order  set  up  the  bright  light  which  has  shone  forth 
until  it  has  brightened  and  cheered  rural  homes  innumerable 
on  hillside,  valley  and  prairie  all  up  and  down  our  land. 

“  We  live  in  an  era  of  anniversaries.  This  year  we  celebrate 
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Columbus  and  his  discovery  of  the  new  world.  They  who 
gave  us  the  Grange  discovered  a  new  world  for  agriculture; 
a  new  world  of  intelligence,  education  and  progress  for  the 
farmer,  and  a  new  world  of  social  enjoyment,  culture  and  ad¬ 
vancement  for  the  farmer’s  wife.  All  honor  to  the  day  we 
celebrate,  and  all  honor  to  those  who  made  it  possible! 

“The  morning  promises  of  its  early  days  have  been  well 
fulfilled.  Its  future  is  bright  with  the  bow  of  hope  and  the 
greater  Grange  that  is  yet  to  be.” 


SOUVENIRS,  LETTERS,  ETC. 

Bro.  Kelley  and  Sister  Hall  were  each  presented  with  sou¬ 
venir  silver  spoon's,  as  mementoes  of  the  occasion,  while  Bro. 
U.  E.  Dodge,  Fredonia’s  first  Master,  received  a  handsome  set 
of  silver. 

Letters  were  read  from  John  Trimble,  Secretary  of  the 
National  Grange  ;  F.  M.  McDowell,  Treasurer  of  the  National 
Grange;  Leonard  Rhone,  Master  of  the  Pennsylvania  State 
Grange,  and  Bro.  ex-Master  Jones,  of  Binghamton. 

Bro.  D.  C.  Kennedy,  of  Pennsylvania,  presented  the  greet¬ 
ings  of  nearly  30,000  Patrons  in  his  State,  and  other  addresses 
were  made  by  those  whose  names  will  be  found  upon  this  pro¬ 
gram. 

MASTER  OF  CEREMONIES. 

Bro.  E.  K.  Hough,  as  Master  of  Ceremonies,  did  admirable 
work  in  the  carrying  out  the  lengthy  programs. 

If  all  the  good  things  he  said  as  he  went  along  with  his 
arduous  duties  could  be  brought  together  it  would  make  one 
of  the  best  and  spiciest  addresses  of  the  entire  occasion. 

When  introducing  Bro.  U.  E.  Dodge  he  said : 

“  First  things  seem  of  little  importance  in  the  beginning. 
The  Mississippi  at  its  source  was  a  scarcely  noticeable  stream, 
giving  no  sure  promise  of  the  mighty  river  it  becomes  4,000 
miles  below.  The  election  of  Washington  as  first  President 
of  these  United  States  did  not  at  that  time  seem  of  half  the 


38 


importance  it  does  now,  when  the  Nation  has  grown  to  sixty- 
five  millions,  over  an  entire  continent.” 

It  is  impossible  to  describe  all  the  excellent  music  and  sing¬ 
ing,  or  to  give  the  many  recitations  found  on  the  program ; 
but  the  words  of  one  song  sung  by  a  quartette  from  Villanova 
Grange  are  given.  The  music  was  that  of  the  Southern 
Jubilee  Singers : 

GRANGERS,  MEET  ME  AT  DE  CROSSROADS. 

1ST. — Come  down,  Gabriel,  blow  your  horn, 

Call  me  home  in  the  early  morn ; 

Send  down  chariot  down  this  way, 

Come  and  haul  me  home  to  stay,  O  ! 

Chorus :  Angels,  meet  me  at  the  crossroads,  meet  me ; 

Angels,  meet  me  at  the  crossroads,  meet  me ; 

Angels,  meet  me  at  the  crossroads,  meet  me  ; 

Don’t  charge  a  Granger  any  toll. 

2D. — I’ve  lived  for  months  and  I’ve  lived  for  years, 

Can’t  get  used  to  my  weeping  tears ; 

Lost  my  way  on  the  road  in  sin ; 

Wake  up,  Grangers,  pass  me  in,  O  !  Chorus. 

3D. — Plant  my  foot  on  the  golden  rocks, 

Put  my  money  in  the  mission  box ; 

When  I  get  there  and  you  hear  me  call. 

Come  on  then,  for  thar’s  room  for  all,  O  !  Chorus. 

4TH. — Stand  back,  people,  let  us  pass, 

We  see  the  lane  to  the  home  at  last ; 

Come  and  join  with  the  Granger  band, 

We’ll  all  get  home  to  the  happy  land,  O !  Chorus. 

Them  Grangers  han’t  got  long  to  wait, 

Their  goat  am  hitched  at  the  outside  gate, 

Waiting  for  to  carry  the  people  o’er, 

Where  they  go  inside  and  shut  the  door,  O ! 

Chorus.  Grangers,  meet  me,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


RESOLUTIONS. 

On  the  last  day  the  following  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted : 

“  Whereas,  This  notable  anniversary  of  Fredonia  Grange  and 
meeting  of  Pomona  Grange  has  been  honored  and  entertained 
by  Mr.  O.  H.  Kelley,  the  founder  of  the  Order,  by  Mr.  Mor¬ 
timer  Whitehead,  Lecturer  of  the  National  Grange,  and  by 
Hon.  W.  C.  Gifford,  Master,  and  H.  H.  Goff,  Secretary  of  the 
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N.  Y.  State  Grange;  Bros.  Woolston,  of  Cortland;  Cook,  of 
Cayuga;  and  Barlow,  of  Delaware  Co.,  who  constitute  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  State  Grange;  also  Bro.  A.  J. 
Bartlett,  of  Seneca,  a  veteran  member  of  the  Executive  Com¬ 
mittee; 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  thanks  of  Fredonia  Grange,  No.  i,  and 
of  Pomona  Grange  are  due  and  are  hereby  tendered  to  all 
these  brothers.  May  they  have  a  safe  return  to  their  homes, 
and  remember  this  meeting  with  the  same  fond  recollections 
with  which  we  shall  ever  cherish  each  of  its  interesting  ses¬ 
sions. 

“  Resolved ,  That  to  Mrs.  Carrie  E.  Twing  and  the  other 
speakers  who  have  done  so  much  to  inspire  these  meetings, 
also  the  singers  who  have  lent  the  charm  of  their  sweet  music, 
our  thanks  and  praises  will  ever  be  rendered. 

“  Resolved ,  and  this  especially  by  Fredonia  Grange,  No.  I, 
That  we  recognize  that  the  chief  credit  for  inaugurating  and 
carrying  to  a  happy  conclusion  this  delightful  celebration,  is 
due  to  Sister  B.  B.  Lord.  Her  enthusiasm  and  faith  make 
any  enterprise  possible.  Long  may  she  live  to  honor  our 
Order  and  aid  it  by  her  talent  and  devotion.” 


The  various  committees  performed  their  varied  duties  with¬ 
out  break  or  hindrance,  and  when  “Home,  Sweet  Home”  was 
sung  at  the  close,  all  felt  that  two  days  were  never  spent  in 
Grange  work  that  did  more  “for  the  good  of  the  Order,”  or 
that  proved  its  great  work  of  elevating  American  Agriculture. 

May  every  Grange  within  our  borders  so  live  and  prosper 
that  it  may  have  its  silver  jubilee,  and  “in  the  stweet  bye  and 
bye”  its  golden  reunion;  and  may  our  children’s  children  en¬ 
joy  its  blessings  when  its  centennial  rolls  around.- — “  Esto 
Perpetua.” 
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O.  H.  KELLEY. 


^S®IHE  spring  of  1865  brought  to  an  end  the  war  ol 
1861-5.  One  act  of  the  chieftain  Grant,  at  the  sur¬ 


render  of  Appomattox,  commenced  the  great  course 
of  reconciliation  and  the  era  of  good  feeling  that  was 
indeed  and  in  truth  to  make  us  one  great  country.  It  was  an 
act  that  touched  at  once  the  heart  of  the  blue  and  the  gray 
and  won  the  commendations  of  a  world.  By  the  rules 
and  terms  of  war,  as  the  curtain  fell  when  the  tragedy  ended 
all  the  property  and  munitions  of  war  of  the  defeated  came 
into  the  possession  of  the  victors;  but  General  Grant  said, 
‘  Let  these  men  keep  their  horses  ;  they  will  need  them  to  put 
in  their  crops.’ 

“  It  was  this  sentiment  that  prompted  President  Andrew 
Johnson,  through  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture,  to  send 
a  representative  of  the  agriculture  of  the  Government  into  the 
South  and  among  its  farmers,  to  see  what  could  be  done  to 
place  the  South  once  more  on  its  feet,  wrecked,  almost  ruined, 
as  it\was,  by  the  late  conflict.  Agriculture,  of  course,  had  first 
to  be  looked  after  and  built  up,  for  from  this  base  start  all  other 
industries,  trades  and  commerce. 

“  The  man  selected  for  this  special  work  was  O.  H.  Kelley, 
a  Boston  boy  with  American  ancestry,  and  a  pioneer  farmer 
in  Minnesota  in  1849,  when  the  Indians  predominated  in  that 
now  prosperous  StSte.  Early  in  January,  1866,  he  started  on 
his  mission,  and  spent  several  months  in  the  South  among  the 
farmers,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  became  impressed  with  the 
advantages  to  the  farmers  of  this  country  of  having  an  organi¬ 
zation  above  and  beyond  sectional  and  party  lines — something 
that  would  unite  by  the  ‘  strong  and  faithful  ties  of  agriculture.’ 
From  this  idea,  one  of  the  results  of  his  official  trip,  came  the 
Grange,  with  all  that  its  name  and  history  implies  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  united  country — a  higher  education,  enlarged  social 
life,  and  enhanced  material  prosperity  in  millions  of  rural 
homes,  from  which  and  through  which  have  come  other  forms 
of  agricultural  organizations  and  a  development  of  power  for 
good  that  is  as  yet  hardly  realized  by  some ;  but  ‘  the  mighty 
helm  of  State  has  already  felt  the  farmer’s  hand.’ 
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“On  his  return  to  Washington  Mr.  Kelley  found  good 
friends  and  true  friends  to  aid  him  in  his  work..  Themselves 
farmers,  or  sons  of  farmers,  they  knew  of  and  could  feel  and 
act  for  the  isolated,  unorganized  farmer  wherever  he  might  be 
located.  There  were  just  seven  of  these  pioneers  of  organized 
agriculture.  They  are  known  as  the  ‘  Founders  ’  of  the  Grange. 
Of  these  William  Saunders  was  then,  as  he  is  now,  at  the  head 
of  the  Government  experiment  gardens  and  grounds,  a  man 
known  and  honored  among  fruit  growers,  florists,  gardeners, 
and  farmers  of  this  country.  The  others  were  O.  H.  Kelley, 
J.  R.  Thompson,  John  Trimble,  Rev.  A.  B.  Grosh,  F.  M.  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  and  William  M.  Ireland.  Another  who  also  should 
be  classed  among  its  founders  was  Miss  Caroline  A.  Hall,  a 
niece  of  O.  H.  Kelley.  She  it  was  who  first  proposed  the  ad¬ 
mission  of  women,  and  that  they  be  entitled  to  the  same  rights 
and  privileges  as  the  men. 

“Among  Mr.  Kelley’s  earliest  writings  will  be  found  some 
of  his  original  ideas  and  the  broad  basis  upon  which  he  and 
his  co-workers  proposed  to  build  so  surely  and  so  well.  Under 
date  of  September  4,  1867,  he  wrote:  ‘I  have  traveled  some 
in  our  glorious  country — for  it  still  exists  as  God  made  it,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  political  troubles.  I  have  noticed  particu¬ 
larly  those  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil,  who  comprise  the 
bulk  of  the  population,  and  among  these  are  noble  minds, 
rough  diamonds,  that  only  need  the  polishing  wheel  of  edu¬ 
cation  to  show  their  real  value.  Agricultural  papers  and 
works  of  art  are  doing  much  good  among  those  who  will  read 
and  think.  Agricultural  fairs  have  accomplished  much;  but 
these  come  but  once  a  year,  and  while  being  advertised,  create 
an  interest;  but  as  soon  as  they  are  over  the  interest  is  gone. 
Now,  what  I  design  is  this:  An  Order  thSt  will  create  an  n- 
terest  and  keep  it  up.’  *  *  *  ‘Among  the  objects  in  vieiw 

may  be  mentioned  a  cordial  and  social  fraternity  of  the  farmers 
all  over  the  country.  Encourage  them  to  read  and  think;  to 
plant  fruits  and  flowers;  beautify  their  homes;  elevate  them; 
make  them  progressive.  It  will  increase  the  subscriptions 
to  agricultural  papers.’ 

“In  another  communication  he  said:  ‘I  regret  to  say,  in 
my  travels  North  and  South,  East  and  West,  I  find  there  is  a 
great  lack  of  interest  on  the  part  of  farmers — a  visible  want  of 
energy  on  their  part  to  favor  progressive  agriculture.’  *  *  * 

‘  In  one  of  our  Western  States,  after  making  a  general  investi¬ 
gation,  I  found  the  circulation  of  purely  agricultural  papers 
was  but  one  to  every  230  inhabitants,  and  libraries  of  50 
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bound  volumes  were  exceptions,  yet  but  very  few  who  could 
not  read  and  write.  Their  system  of  farming  was  the  same 
as  that  handed  down  by  generations  gone  by,  with  the  excep¬ 
tion  that  economy  prompted  them  to  use  reaping  and  thrash¬ 
ing  machines.  Of  the  science  of  agricultural,  the  natural  laws 
that  govern  the  growth  of  plants  and  kindred  subjects  of 
pleasing  and  vital  interest  to  farmers,  when  once  they  turn 
their  attention  to  them,  there  was  90  per  cent,  who  were 
totally  ignorant.’  *  *  *  ‘There  is  something  wanted  to 

produce  an  excitement  which,  when  once  created,  we  can 
throw  on  fuel  and  increase  the  flame.’ 

“  Here  are  some  more  of  Mr.  Kelley’s  good  ideas  which 
were  being  carried  out  with  such  grand  success  in  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  as  administered  by  Secretaries  Colman 
and  Rusk:  ‘The  grand  head  of  the  organizations  will  be  an 
auxiliary  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  as  soon  as 
this  shall  become  a  permanent  Department,  with  its  Secretary 
in  the  Cabinet,  it  seems  to  me  the  Government  can  aid  ma¬ 
terially  in  advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of  the  entire 
country.  I  should  advocate  the  Department  sending  out 
agents,  men  of  known  ability,  for  the  collection  of  statistical 
information,  who  would  be  versed  as  botanists,  horticulturists, 
entomologists,  &c.,  who  should  deliver  free  lectures  for  the  or¬ 
ganizations,  and  to  which  the  Order  should  invite  the  public. 
In  this  way,  by  practical  lectures,  properly  illustrated,  a  vast 
amount  of  good  could  be  effected.’  *  *  *  ‘  I  long  to  see 

the  great  army  of  producers  in  our  country  turn  their  eyes  up 
from  their  work ;  stir  up  their  brains,  now  mere  machines  ; 
get  them  in  motion  in  the  right  direction  ;  make  them  discard 
their  old  almanacs  and  signs  of  the  moon,  and  just  imagine 
what  a  volcanic  eruption  we  can  produce  in  this  age  !  Every¬ 
thing  is  progressing.  Why  not  farmers  ?’  *  *  * 

“  Bring  in  the  boys  and  girls,  and  as  fast  as  they  prove  by 
good  behavior  and  ability  that  they  are  worthy  of  advance¬ 
ment,  give  them  a  higher  degree.  It  will  stimulate  them  to 
be  temperate,  studious  and  good.  They  will  feel  they  are  re¬ 
spected.  Every  organization  will  be  provided  with  a  library, 
and  from  that  they  can  have  books  to  impregnate  their  minds 
with  sound  sense.’  *  *  *  It  is  believed  it  will  do  much 

toward  elevating  our  occupation,  as  well  as  establishing  a 
unity  of  sentiment  among  the  farmers  of  the  country.  *  *  * 

I  hope  we  can  inaugurate  an  Order  that  will  elevate  our  oc¬ 
cupation  as  farmers,  so  that  it  will  be  a  mark  of  credit,  not 
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only  to  be  a  member  of  it,  but  also  make  it  an  honor  to  be  a 
cultivator  of  the  soil.’ 

“  From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Grange  was  founded 
upon  a  rock  and  not  upon  the  sand.  Its  first  years  were  years 
of  struggle;  and  here  the  perseverance,  faith,  and  pluck  of 
O.  H.  Kelley  were  fully  demonstrated.  Then  the  years  of  rapid 
growth  came.  More  than  13,000  Subordinate  Granges  were 
organized  in  one  year — 1873.  After  a  time  came  several  years 
of  reaction,  and  then  a  new  spirit  of  advance.  It  had  been 
weighed  in  the  balance  and  not  found  wanting,  and  Mr.  Kelley 
and  his  colleagues  have  seen  the  reward  of  their  labors  in  an 
organization  of  agriculture  that  is  indicated  in  the  motto,  which 
they  adopted  at  the  start,  Esto  Perpetua . 

“  Mr.  Kelley  served  as  Secretary  of  the  National  Grange  for 
many  years.  For  the  past  fifteen  years  he  has  interested  him¬ 
self  in  building  the  town  of  Carabelle,  on  the  Gulf  coast  of 
Florida.  He  commenced  down  there  on  several  thousands 
of  acres  of  land,  in  a  Sibley  tent  in  the  forest,  18  miles  from  a 
neighbor,  and  his  town  now  has  about  1,000  inhabitants,  with 
churches,  schools,  sawmills,  hotels,  daily  mail,  and  a  railroad 
building,  and  now  almost  to  the  town,  which  has  most  of  the 
modern  improvements,  except  that  which  is  now  so  fashion¬ 
able,  a  bonded  debt.  There  is  not  a  dollar  of  debt  on  it. 

“It  has  been  said  that  ‘  He  who  builds  a  city  is  greater  than 
one  who  wins  a  battle.’  He  has  won  the  battle  of  establish¬ 
ing  organization  for  agriculture,  and  he  is  now  building  the 
city.  How  large  a  space  some  lives  fill  in  the  world’s  work 
as  compared  with  others !  ” 


